
120th Annual Meeting of Members Date Set

While the Chamber has been an integral part of our community for more than 120 
years, 2025 marked the 120th anniversary of our official incorporation. As we carry 
this milestone into 2026, we are proud to host the Chamber’s 120th Annual Meeting 
of the Members. Together, these milestones provide a meaningful opportunity to 
reflect on our rich history and celebrate the many businesses, leaders, and partners 
whose dedication and support have shaped the Chamber’s success and growth. 
 
As the Chemung County Chamber of Commerce steps into 2026, the Annual 
Meeting of the Members will be a moment to celebrate new beginnings, reconnect, 
and look ahead. The program will feature a special presentation on local history 
and the launch of America 250 in Chemung County, marking the official kickoff of 
the Chemung Tourism Promotion Agency's celebration plans. The event will also highlight notable individuals connected to 
the area who have made an impact, illustrating the many ways leadership, creativity, and courage have shaped our community 
over time. This year's Annual Meeting of the Members will showcase the Chamber's impact and set the tone for a new year of 
collaboration and growth across Chemung County. 

The 2026 Annual Meeting of the Members will take place on Thursday, January 29th, at the Clemens 
Center from 5:00-8:00 p.m with networking from 5:00-6:30 p.m. and the program to start at 6:30 p.m. 
This signature event brings together a broad cross-section of Chamber members, business leaders, government 
officials, and community stakeholders for one of the Chamber’s largest networking events of the year. 
 
Sponsored by Chemung Canal Trust Company, the evening will include the election of officers to the Chamber’s Board of 
Directors and Executive Committee, along with remarks from Chamber Board Chairperson Dawn Burlew of Watkins Glen 
International. 
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!



Sincerely, 
Jennifer Herrick-McGonigal
President & CEO

President's MessagePresident's Message

Dear Chamber Friends,

Happy New Year! We hope you enjoyed a wonderful holiday season.   December was a month of celebration for the 
Chamber, highlighted by our Annual Awards Ceremony. For those who were unable to attend, we are pleased to recognize 
the following individuals and organizations honored for their outstanding contributions to our community: congratulations 
to all!  Thank you for your community engagement. 

2025 Chamber Award Recipients:
•	 Ambassador of the Year: Brandon Stilwell
•	 New Business of the Year: Jessica Fields-McGrain, Graze & Gather
•	 Young Professional of the Year: Emmi Saulfey
•	 Trailblazer Award: Wally Bailey and Jenny Frisbee
•	 Partners in Education - Business Award: Wegmans - Maria Ball and Jackie Kenan
•	 Partner in Education – Career Achievement Award: Dr. Chuck Lindsay
•	 Vernando J. Bonsignore Family Law Award: Attorney Mimi Tarantelli
•	 Athena Award: Sara Lattin
•	 Mary E. Kennedy Community Builder Award: Mr. Jonathan Lawrence

Milestone Anniversaries:
•	 Appleridge Senior Living | 15 Years
•	 Career Development Council | 50 Years
•	 Clemens Center | 100 Years
•	 Hilliard Corporation | 120 Years
•	 I.D. Booth | 150 Years

As we look ahead, we invite you to join us for the Chamber’s Annual Meeting on January 29th at the Clemens Center. 
This event is an opportunity to reflect on our accomplishments from 2025, share our plans and priorities for 2026, 
welcome the Chamber’s new Board of Directors, and extend our sincere thanks to those members concluding their service 
on the Board.  We hope you can join us. 

The Chamber events play a vital role in strengthening our business community. Our programs and services provide 
opportunities to build meaningful connections, share ideas, and collaborate with fellow members, while also allowing 
the Chamber to advocate for business-friendly policies, support workforce development, and promote economic growth. 
Through networking, advocacy, and strategic partnerships, the Chamber works every day to put Chemung County on 
the map, highlighting our region as a great place to live, work, and do business. New Year’s Resolution: Attend more 
Chamber events! Whether it’s networking, educational programs, or advocacy forums, each event is an opportunity to grow 
personally and professionally and maybe even have a little fun along the way.

One of our first opportunities of the year is the Tri-County Government Affairs Roundtable on January 22nd from 
8:30–10:00 AM at the Watkins Glen Harbor Hotel. This event, sponsored by Harter Secrest & Emery LLP, is presented 
in partnership with the Corning Area Chamber of Commerce and the Watkins Glen Area Chamber of Commerce. It’s a 
great chance to engage with local officials and business leaders on current issues affecting our region.

Once again, Happy New Year! Here’s to a healthy, happy, and successful 2026.
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A January Challenge: Explore Where You Live

January is a great time to reset, and one of the best resolutions you can make is exploring the community you already 
call home. So many of us drive past incredible places every day without ever stopping in. This month, we want to 
encourage locals to be tourists in their own backyard and rediscover what makes Chemung County special. Pick one 
new spot each week. Visit a museum you have not been to in years. Take a winter walk at a local park. Try a restaurant 
you keep saying you will get to. Bring a friend, bring your family, or go solo and plan to explore one new place each 
weekend. These small adventures support local businesses, strengthen our sense of community, and remind us just 
how much there is to enjoy right here at home!   ■

America 250 Begins

January marks the start of America 250, the national commemoration leading 
up to the 250th anniversary of the United States. For Chemung County, it is an 
opportunity to share our local stories in a way that inspires both residents and visitors 
to explore, learn, and experience the places that shaped our community. Work is 
already underway with regional and local partners, and you will start seeing America 
250 woven into our visitor information and storytelling this year. We will share more 
as details come together, so stay tuned.   ■

Get Outside This Winter in Chemung County

January is the perfect time to bundle up and enjoy Chemung County’s outdoor spaces. 
If you are looking for a scenic winter hike, Tanglewood Nature Center is open 365 days 
a year, and snowshoes are available to rent in both adult and kid sizes. For a list of trails, 
please click here.

Park Station in Erin is another great option for winter fun, with cross country skiing 
and hiking trails, plus a cleared area of the lake for ice skating when conditions allow. 
(Park Station Information) Their Park Station Ice Fishing Tournament returns on Saturday, February 7, 2026 from 8:00 
a.m. to 3:00 p.m., and registration is open now. Click here to register for the tournament, and for more information on 
Park Station, please click here.

Harris Hill also offers winter recreation with two large outdoor skating rinks, plus plenty of trails for winter walks and cross 
country skiing. For more information on Harris Hill, please click here. 

For more ideas all month long, check out our Discover Chemung Events Calendar: www.discoverchemung.com/event-
calendar   ■  

https://tanglewoodnaturecenter.com/trails/
https://forms.chemungcountyny.gov/icefish/
https://www.chemungcountyny.gov/696/Park-Station-Activities
https://www.chemungcountyny.gov/691/Park-Facilities
https://www.discoverchemung.com/event-calendar/
https://www.discoverchemung.com/event-calendar/


At Chemung Canal Trust Company, we know a house is 
more than walls and a roof—it’s where memories grow.

With us, you’ll find a mortgage that’s built for families, 
futures, and everything in between.

A HOME THAT GROWS WITH YOU. 

Learn more at chemungcanal.com

 800.836.3711  |  

https://www.chemungcanal.com/


Member NewsMember News

Southern Tier Receives Funding for Economic Development 

The Southern Tier region was awarded $64.4 million in funding on Tuesday through Governor Kathy Hochul’s 2025 Regional 
Economic Development Council program, as announced in a release from Empire State Development. Out of that total, 
$26.4 million will support 27 projects in eight counties across the region.

On Tuesday, Dec. 30, Empire State Development (ESD), a New York State agency, announced that the Southern Tier is set 
to receive $64.4 million in state funding through Governor Kathy Hochul’s 2025 Regional Economic Development Council 
(REDC) program. From that total, $26.4 million will be allocated to 27 projects among eight counties, and this funding is 
expected to attract an additional $93 million from public and private investors, ESD stated.

The Southern Tier was also selected as one of four regions statewide to receive funding from the new $150 million Advancing 
Collaboration for High-Impact Initiatives for Economic Visions & Expansion (ACHIEVE) competition, which helps regions 
carry out large, high-impact economic development projects, according to the release.

Some of the projects in the Southern Tier that were awarded funding, according to the release:

•	 Chemung River Dam Feasibility Study ($85,000) for Chemung County 
Description: Chemung County will complete a feasibility study focusing on the Chase Hibbard Dam on the Chemung 
River in the City of Elmira. The study will build off and implement the draft City of Elmira Local Waterfront Revitalization 
Program. The study will assess potential options that would increase safe access for boaters, anglers, and pedestrians in the area 
near the dam, including a proposed recreational fishing pier. The study will also consider options to reconnect migratory fish 
habitat with the installation of a new fish ladder.

•	 City of Elmira Strategic Investment Plan ($50,000) Applicant: Southern Tier Economic Growth
Description: The City of Elmira will complete a strategic plan to identify investment opportunities for continued revitalization. 
The study will include geographic scope, anchor projects, and additional community assets. The ongoing revitalization of 
Elmira’s downtown is necessary for the region’s industry leaders to continue their momentum, compete in the economies of 
the future economy and attract talent.

•	 Chapel Park Community Center Redevelopment Project ($675,000) Applicant: Town of Southport
Description: The Town of Southport will develop a new community center at Chapel Park. The project aims to enhance 
recreational and community services by providing a multi-use facility that includes a multifunctional room, restrooms, 
concessions, and several other amenities for various community activities. The center will serve as a vital hub for residents of 
all ages, offering year-round programs and events that promote community engagement and well-being.

Steuben, Schuyler and Tioga counties received funding for projects as well. For a full list of  projects throughout the Southern 
Tier region, please click here. 

The NYS REDC (Regional Economic Development Council) program is New York State's "bottom-up" economic development 
initiative, creating 10 regional councils of business, academic, and community leaders to develop strategic plans for job 
creation and growth, directing state investment through a competitive process using the Consolidated Funding Application 
(CFA) to fund projects like construction, equipment, and revitalization, aligned with regional priorities.    ■  

https://regionalcouncils.ny.gov/sites/default/files/2025-12/2025-CFA-Award-Booklet.pdf


Member NewsMember News

13TH ANNUAL
PRESERVATION AWARDS

2026

       NOMINATION DEADLINE: FEBRUARY 16, 2026
AWARDS WILL BE PRESENTED ON APRIL 22, 2026

Historic Elmira, Inc. will present the thirteenth annual awards for sensitive restoration and preservation projects 
within the Elmira area. The awards program features two categories – Advocate or Project.

Historic Elmira, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, founded in 2007, with a mission to champion historic 
preservation in the Elmira region by providing education, advocacy, collaboration, and facilitation in activities 
supporting the preservation and enhancement of buildings and sites that are of historic significance.

Award Categories:

A. Advocate. The Advocate Award will recognize creative, inspirational leaders, groups or 
organizations, who, either in the public eye or from behind the scenes, have been stewards of historic 
preservation, have encouraged the protection of historic resources, and continued to strengthen and 
broaden the historic preservation movement in the Elmira area. The Advocate Award celebrates 
government officials, community leaders, local business owners, journalists, and other dedicated 
preservationists whose advocacy contributed to the protection of the Elmira area's architectural 
heritage.

B. Project. The Project Award will recognize any historic preservation, restoration, rehabilitation, or 
adaptive reuse project. Those nominating a project for award may select the category they feel best 
reflects their project.  Landmark status is not required for consideration of an award.

Project nominations will be reviewed based on such considerations as the importance of the effort or 
project to the long-term preservation of the building or site, guided by basic preservation principles 
as outlined in the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation which can be found at the
National Park Service website https://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/rehabilitation.htm the impact or 
potential impact of the project on the neighborhood; the project’s economic impact on the community; 
and the significance of influence on historic preservation within the Elmira area.

Incomplete nominations will not be considered.

To nominate a Project or Advocate for an award digitally by visiting
https://application.historicelmira.com/, or, complete the nomination form below and submit it with 
supporting documentation to:

Jennifer Herrick-McGonigal, Chairman
Historic Elmira, Inc.

c/o HOWELL LIBERATORE & ASSOCIATES, INC.
50 Pennsylvania Avenue, Elmira, NY 14904  

Nomination forms must be received no later than Monday, February 16, 2026. All submitted materials become 
the property of Historic Elmira, Inc. Visual materials will not be returned unless requested.

For further information about the Historic Elmira, Inc. Preservation Awards Program or questions regarding this 
nomination form, please call 607-733-5666 or via email: info@historicelmira.org.



Transform
the everyday
with us

Hampton Inn 
Elmira Horseheads
51 Arnot Rd
Horseheads, NY
All knowledge levels welcome.
Our team will be on-site to
answer your questions about
skilled-trade roles.

Build high-speed
trains with us! 

Come to 
our hiring 
event!

Saturday,
January 17th 
9 am - 1pm



Chamber News

Annual Awards Ceremony Celebrates Inspiring Leaders

On Friday, December 5, more than 230 Chamber members attended the 2025 Annual Awards Ceremony: A Night of 
Inspiration & Recognition  at the Elmira Country Club to honor those members of our community that have made significant 
contributions to Chemung County. Each year, the Chemung Chamber of Commerce takes pride in citing those who have put 
forth a special effort to make our community a better place.   ■ 

Chemung Canal Trust Company
Hilliard Corporation   |   Watkins Glen International   |   ELM Cheverolet   |   F.M. Howell

Chemung Supply Corp.  |   Kennedy Valve  |  Corning Credit Union   |   HighStreet Perry & Carroll    
 The Dunn Group |  First Heritage Federal Credit Union   |   Visions Federal Credit Union

Bond, Schoeneck & King   |   Welliver   |   MMB + CO   |   I.D. Booth   |   Arnot Health/Centralus Health
Carbonic Systems   |   Clemens Center   |   William Bonsignore Attorney   |   Gough Holding Corp.   

Wallin Insurance   |   The UPS Store

Thank You to our Sponsors

For more photos of the event, please visit the Chamber's Flickr page at flickr.com/photos/chemungchamber/

https://flic.kr/s/aHBqjCDT2n


January Events

JAN

29

Annual Meeting
of Members

The Chemung County Chamber of Commerce Annual 
Meeting of Members is the Chamber’s largest 

gathering of member businesses, highlighting the 
Chamber’s accomplishments and vision for the 

future.

Clemens Center
5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.    |   Tickets  $75  

 Chemung Legacy Sponsor:

JAN

22
Tri-County Government Affairs Roundtable

Watkins Glen Harbor Hotel   |    8:30 - 10:00 a.m.

Featuring Senator Thomas O’Mara, Assemblyman Phil 
Palmesano, Assemblyman Christopher Friend, and 

representatives from the offices of Congressman Nick 
Langworthy, Congresswoman Claudia Tenney, and 

Governor Kathy Hochul. 

Breakfast provided. Admission is complimentary for 
Chamber members.

Chamber News

Host a Business After Business in 2026 – Elevate Your 
Brand and Expand Your Network!

A Business After Business is one of the Chamber’s signature 
networking events, designed to bring designed to bring 
members and non-members together in a relaxed, engaging 
setting. By hosting, your business gains:

•	 Increase Visibility: Share your products, services, and 
company story with fellow Chamber members.

•	 Build Connections: Meet other local business owners 
and create meaningful professional relationships.

•	 Demonstrate Community Leadership: Highlight your 
commitment to the local business community.

•	 Reach a Wider Audience: Your event is promoted 
through the Chamber’s email newsletter, website, and 
social media channels.

Hosting is about creating a welcoming space for conversation 
and collaboration. Whether you want to showcase your 
workplace, introduce a new service, or simply connect with 
local professionals, a Business After Business provides a 
valuable platform to engage with the community.

Our 2026 calendar is filling quickly. Reserve your date today 
and make your business the center of attention!

Contact Shabnam Allwood, Manager of Membership & 
Operations to host or for more details. Call 607-734-5137 
or email: shabnam@chemungchamber.org

https://beeid.org/b6dfbb7df23f
https://beeid.org/cfc6088a91ab


Welcome New Members

Chemung Valley Montessori School
23 Winters Road Elmira, New York 14903

(607) 562-8754

www.cvms.org

Corning Natural Gas Corporation
330 West William Street Corning, New York 14830

(607) 936-3755

www.corninggas.com

Namaste Event, Spa & Wellness Center
2667 Corning Road Horseheads, NY 14845

(607) 333-4778

www.mynamastespa.com

Paulette's Custom Creations
210 South Main Street Horseheads, New York 14845

(607) 346-1289

www.paulettescustomcreations.com

Sage Grove LLC
311 East Water Street Elmira, New York 14901

(607) 483-9122
www.sagegrove.co

Signature Properties
506 South Main Street  Horseheads, New York 14845

(607) 796-9817
www.SignaturePropertiesRE.com

Stans Performance Products, LLC
202 Daniel Zenker Drive Big Flats, New York 14814

(607) 562-2877
www.stans.com

Sunkissed Tanning & Wellness LLC
964 Pennsylvania Ave Elmira, New York 14904

(607) 333-4558

www.sunkissedllc.com

The Cakery Café
116 Baldwin Street Elmira, NY 14901

(607) 731-6118

https://www.cvms.org/
https://www.corninggas.com/
https://mynamastespa.com/
https://paulettescustomcreations.com/
https://www.sagegrove.co/
https://www.cvms.org/
https://signaturepropertiesre.com/
https://stans.com/
https://sunkissedllc2.godaddysites.com/


Thank You Renewing Investors

Chemung County Habitat for Humanity

Annie's Hallmark

Bobby K Entertainment

Capriotti Properties

Clemens Center

Comparion Insurance Agency

Courser Inc.

Finger Lakes Audiology, PLLC

Forkardt Hardinge

Grapevine Distribution

Graze & Gather LLC

Hampton Inn by Hilton Elmira/Horseheads

Hartman and Herrick Home Inspection 
Services LLC

Hill Top Inn Restaurant, Banquets & Catering

ID Booth, Inc.

John F. & John P. Wenzel Contractors, Inc.

Jones Bookkeeping Services LLC

Lake Erie College of Osteopathic Medicine

Live Well Upstate Center for Natural Health

Paint The Town

Paychex, Inc.

Quicker Printer, Inc.

The Brand Schweizer Group / Raymond James

Reid Media Group, LLC

Signature Properties

Southern Tier Tobacco Awareness Coalition

Spectrum Reach

Stans Performance Products LLC

Studio LMG

The Orchestra of the Southern Finger Lakes

Timeless Hearing

Warren Real Estate

West End Gallery

Ziff Law

Stay Connected! 
Join our email list to stay updated on events, news, webinars & seminars, and more!

www.chemungchamber.org/join-our-email-list


