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Chamber hosts an evening of awards and refleCtion

The Chemung County Chamber of Commerce held its Annual Awards Gala on Friday, June 17th at the Elmira Country 
Club. More than 200 Chamber members attended the program to celebrate outstanding leaders in the business community.

The night started with Milestone Anniversary. Pyramid Brokerage celebrated 50 years of economic development in our 
region and was commended for their sustained service to the Chemung County economy and lifestyle.

Kurt Bartenstein (Empower Federal Credit Union) introduced Ambassador of the Year, Karen Harris (Massage by Karen) 
noting "She can always be counted on to bring a cheerful, energetic presence to any task, event, or initiative, and the 
Chamber is better for her steadfast involvement and friendship."  

Mike Templar from Your CBD Store- Horseheads accepted the New Business of the Year award and thanked the community 
for their support in providing quality products to help people live their best life.

Tanya McGee (Chemung County Planning Department) received the Young Professional Award. The Young Professional 
Award honors an individual who are pursuing excellence in their careers and have made a valuable contribution to Chemung 
County serving in a leadership position. Tanya McGee is an exemplary young professional with strong critical thinking, 
effective communication with grace:  Tanya is shaping our community in positive ways and making a difference in the live 
of those who live and work here.  

The Trailblazer Award honors an individual who has gone above and beyond the duties of their position in order to affect 
positive change in the community through their leadership, ingenuity, and determination.  This year’s recipient was Ruth 
Harvey, the Director of Chemung Child Care Council. Ruth always sees the  big picture and works at getting the assistance 
and support for the children and families. 

Jim Frame received the Partners in Education Career Achievement Award. In Jim's 31-year career in public education, 
it has become increasingly clear that Jim’s devotion to student success, educational policy, and mentorship have made a 
tremendous impact, and more than earned him the respect of her peers. 

We thank Jim for his dedication to education and advocacy for children, in our region and across New York State. As a 
business community, we understand the importance of preparing our future leaders and employees for the world and we 
are grateful for Jim’s leadership. (Continued on page 9)
  



Jones Museum & Civil War Camp Announce Summer Hours

Thanks to hard working volunteers, two local history attractions are happy to 
welcome the public with regular summer hours again this year!  

The John W. Jones Museum will be open Tuesday-Saturday from noon-5:00 p.m. 
throughout the summer months. Jones was born into slavery in Virginia in 1817 
and eventually traveled more than 300 miles along the Underground Railroad 
before making Elmira his adopted home and becoming the sexton at First Baptist 
Church. While in Elmira, Jones became an active agent on the Underground 
Railroad, successfully aiding in the escape of 860 runaway slaves. He also buried 
2,973 Confederate soldiers who died at the Elmira Civil War Prison Camp at Woodlawn Cemetery, keeping such precise 
records that in 1877 the federal government declared the burial site a national cemetery. More information on John W. 
Jones and the museum is available at www.johnwjonesmuseum.org.   

The Elmira Civil War Prison Camp is open on Saturdays from 10:30 a.m. – 2:30 
p.m. through Labor Day. Dubbed “Hellmira” due to its high death rate, 2,973 
of the 12,100 Confederate prisoners housed there from July 1894 – July 1895 
died from disease, malnutrition and harsh winter conditions. The deceased were 
buried by John W. Jones at what is now Woodlawn National Cemetery. Although 
the camp site was disassembled after its closing, an original outbuilding survived 
and has been reconstructed, along with a recently built barracks that was created 
with the aid of original drawings and photos. For more information, go to www.
elmiraprisoncamp.com. 

Both attractions offering free admission, but donations are appreciated.   ■
 

Street Painting Festival to Return Mid-Month

Elmira Downtown Development will host its 15th Annual Elmira Street Painting 
Festival on Saturday, July 16 & Sunday, July 17. This art-filled, family fun weekend 
has become a local tradition and continues to grow each year. 

During the festival weekend, the streets of Downtown Elmira are transformed into 
a gigantic canvas as artists use chalk to create masterpieces which evolve right before 
your eyes. Throughout the weekend, you’ll also be able to browse fine regional crafts 
and artwork, move to the rhythm of live music, and taste scrumptious food from local restaurants and food trucks. 

New this year is an interactive community art project being offered by Community Arts of Elmira and Friends of the Chemung 
River Watershed. An Elmira Art Walking Tour will also be launched. 

For more details, go to the Elmira Street Painting Festival Facebook page.   ■   
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Inside the John W. Jones Museum

Inside the Civil War Prison Camp
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https://www.elmiraprisoncamp.com/
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Arnot Ogden Medical Center School of 
Nursing Celebrates 140th Commencement 

On the tenth of June, 
the Arnot Ogden 
Medical Center School 
of Nursing celebrated its 
140th commencement, 
sending six new nurses 
into their careers. The 
class was saluted for working hard and meeting the challenges 
of training during the Pandemic.  They were welcomed to the 
field of nursing by Arnot Health leadership, who reminded 
them that nursing is one of the most trusted, important 
careers anyone could undertake. 

This year’s class is comprised of:

•	 Ashley Applebee of Mansfield, PA 
•	 Julie Ann Campbell of Athens, PA 
•	 Renee Martin Gosselin of Lawrenceville, PA 
•	 Genevieve L. Wade of Big Flats, NY
•	 Courtney Robyn Ward of Dundee, NY
•	 Patrick Michael Wilcox of Elmira, NY

Several awards were also announced:

•	 The Caroline Prutsman Award – Renee Gosselin
•	 The Dr. R. Scott Howland Award – Patrick Wilcox
•	 The Student Association Award – Courtney Ward
•	 The Heart of Gold Award – Genevieve Wade
•	 The Professional Nurses of the Twin Tiers Award – 

Courtney Ward

Arnot extends a special welcome to Renee Gosselin, Courtney 
Ward, Genevieve Wade, and Patrick Wilcox, who will begin 
their careers with us at Arnot Health. Congratulations to the 
Class of 2022!

For those interested in starting their nursing education, 
enrollment for the next School of Nursing class is already 
underway. The deadline is May 15th, 2023. The application 
and more information is available at arnothealthson.org.    ■   
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Hardinge Inc. Names Lisa Caracci as 
Director of Government Affairs

Hardinge Inc. announced the hiring of Lisa Caracci as 
Director of Government Affairs for the company’s Elmira, 
New York location. Caracci’s responsibilities call for her to 
interact with local, state, and federal agencies as the Hardinge 
representative. She will also work with these groups to help 
identify business opportunities for the company. 

With over 25 years of leadership experience, Caracci, who 
earned her Bachelor of Arts degree from Keuka College, 
recently served as the Executive Director of Steuben County 
Habitat for Humanity. She’s also worked for Corning Inc. 
as a Project Manager. Her volunteer efforts include her 
participation on several boards of directors including the 
National Habitat Policy Committee. With her expertise 
in board development, she’s also led Expertise Hubs on 
management, operations, and board development. 

In her new role, Caracci welcomes the opportunity to 
communicate Hardinge’s mission and vision. “I am really 
excited for the opportunity to join the Hardinge team,” 
said Caracci. “I look forward to using my knowledge and 
expertise to advance American manufacturing, create 
job opportunities, and transform communities through 
economic and workforce development efforts.”

Caracci’s appointment provides Hardinge with an 
opportunity to impact various government programs. That’s 
due to Hardinge’s extensive history of USA manufacturing, 
along with the company’s recent strategic direction to return 
its turning and milling machine production back to the 
United States. 

“Our company brings innovation, precision, and accuracy 
to the most demanding applications including the 
semiconductor, aerospace/defense, automotive, and medical 
industries,” said Ryan Ervin, Hardinge’s Chief Marketing 
Officer/Vice President of Sales. 

“We look forward to Lisa taking a proactive approach for 
these initiatives and expanding Hardinge’s brand recognition 
across all government entities,” added Ervin.   ■

https://arnothealthson.org/


Local Insurance Agent Joins Wallin 
Insurance  

Licensed Insurance Agent Kyle Brautigan has joined Wallin 
Insurance in Elmira. Kyle is a familiar face in Elmira, having 
worked at the Brautigan Agency at the Arnot Mall in 
Horseheads for more than ten years. 

"I have known Peter Wallin for many  years," Kyle said. 
"When it was time to make a career change, I instantly 
thought of Peter and his agency, knowing the wonderful 
reputation they have in the community." 

Kyle is a Horseheads native, who attended both Corning 
Community College, and SUNY College at Oneonta. In 
2012, Kyle received his NY Property and Casualty Personal 
Lines and Brokers License from Bryant and Stratton in 
Liverpool. In  2015, he received his NY Life License from 
Allstate in Vestal. 

In addition to opening and working for ten years at The 
Brautigan Agency with his father, highly-respected Insurance 
Agent Tim Brautigan, Kyle has been an instructor of NY 
Property and Casualty licensing courses and continuing 
education courses at Bryant and Stratton College. 

"Kyle is a fantastic addition to our team," said Peter Wallin, 
owner. "Kyle shares our strong desire to grow and serve our 
clients and this beautiful community."

Wallin Insurance is an independent insurance agency 
offering personal and commercial insurance to local families 
and businesses.   ■
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Economic Opportunity Program Names 
Community Volunteer Partner of the Year

Economic Opportunity Program  
(EOP) likes to  recognize an 
exceptional community partner for 
their exemplary volunteerism. Kurt 
Bartenstein, Business Development 
Officer of Empower Federal Credit 
Union has been named as this year's 
winner.

Kurt has contributed his time, and expertise to help EOP 
accomplish its mission. His outstanding volunteerism, his 
extraordinary dedication, and his unmitigated enthusiasm to 
help Chemung County and the Southern Tier is why EOP is 
happy to give this recognition to Kurt.   ■   

Start your Home Improvement Projects
with a Low-Interest Loan.

chemungcanal.com

We understand the journey is not always predictable. 
Whether you need a loan to make renovations or to build 
your dream kitchen or bathroom, we’ll help you get there. 

Kurt Bartenstein

https://www.chemungcanal.com/


Student Awarded $1,000 Joanne S. 
Hayes Memorial Scholarship 

The Arc of Chemung-Schuyler is pleased to announce that 
it has awarded its Joanne S. Hayes Memorial Scholarship 
to Jordannmarie Simpson, Watkins Glen High School 
graduate, at her June 25th commencement ceremony. 

This $1,000 scholarship honors Joanne Hayes, former 
board member and president of The Arc of Chemung-
Schuyler’s board of directors who passed away in 1987. The 
award is given annually to a graduating senior pursuing 
an education in human services, special education, or a 
related field for a career providing supports to people with 
developmental disabilities. 

Jordannmarie Simpson, the daughter of Regina Simpson-
Fausel, is enrolled at Keuka College with a plan of 
obtaining her degree in Psychology, with a focus on 
forensics. In her application essay, Simpson writes 
about how she “has always wanted to help people for as 
long as she can remember” and includes reflection on a 
profound personal experience that drove her decision as 
to what she wanted to study. Simpson has been involved 
with numerous extracurricular activities and community 
service experiences throughout her years in high school.  

In her letter of support, Rebecca Ross, National Honor 
Society Advisor shared, “Jordann donates several hours 
a month to support volunteerism in the elementary 
classrooms. She is flexible and assists with whatever the 
teach and students need most.” Kelsey Wood, History 
Teacher, shared, “Her participation in my classes 
demonstrates to me that she has a desire not only to learn, 
but to understand and interpret rather than memorize 
events and concepts from class.” Wood added, “While 
Jordann is organized and methodical, she also has a 
sense of responsibility and respect towards others that is 
incredibly rare and never falters.” 

The Joanne S. Hayes Memorial Scholarship is made 
possible through community donations to The Arc of 
Chemung-Schuyler.   ■     
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Ryan Bettis Joins Welliver as Assistant 
Project Manager

Welliver, provider of comprehensive construction services 
in New York State and Northern Pennsylvania, is pleased 
to welcome Ryan Bettis as Assistant Project Manager.

Bettis has always been drawn to the idea of revitalizing 
communities, making buildings useful again, and seeing 
the results of a built facility. Getting ‘behind the scenes’ of 
construction is his passion. In his role as assistant project 
manager, he will assist in the day-to-day operation on the 
construction site, coordinate subcontractors, and oversee 
labor. In addition, Bettis will apply his skills in organizing, 
estimating, scheduling, and value engineering to navigate 
the ever-changing construction landscape and find new 
ways to solve problems and build more efficiently. 

“Construction is a growth industry. There is great 
opportunity for young professionals to build a rewarding 
career,” said Anne Welliver-Hartsing, President. “We 
look forward to Ryan’s energy and pleased to add him 
to our project management team. We’re happy to invest 
in someone who wants to become an integral part of the 
team and help move our projects forward.”

Previously, Bettis worked as project engineer for a regional 
construction company in their general construction 
division. He gained valuable experience working with 
project managers and superintendents in all facets of 
construction as well as collaborating with a variety of 
trades and A/E firms. Bettis laid the foundation of his 
career with smaller residential projects and worked his way 
up to multi-million dollar commercial/industrial projects 
as well as heavy civil and highway construction projects.

“Welliver has a reputation in the construction industry 
for developing high caliber, experienced individuals who 
build quality projects,” said Bettis. “I believe experience is 
one of the most valuable traits in construction. Welliver 
is providing an opportunity to learn and build upon 
my strengths that will ultimately create a successful 
construction experience for our clients as well as positively 
impact our communities.”   ■  
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United Way of the Southern Tier Responds to Community Need with $2.5m Investment

United Way of the Southern Tier’s Board of Directors recently approved an investment of more than $2.5 million to 67 local 
nonprofit programs that provide services for children, senior citizens, and struggling individuals and families. 

More than 6,000 caring people in Chemung and Steuben counties, including individuals, employees of area businesses and 
corporate partners, gave generously to United Way of the Southern Tier in 2021 to support their neighbors in need and 
provide this investment. 

“Every gift to United Way, no matter the size, makes a difference for someone who lives right here in our community,” said 
United Way of the Southern Tier President & CEO Stephen M. Hughes. 

The total support for fiscal year 2022-2023 includes an additional board investment of $150,000 to bolster programs that 
provide meals and caregiving for senior citizens and emergency assistance for families and individuals facing economic 
hardships. 

“United Way lifts up our community’s most pressing needs and seeks solutions,” said United Way of the Southern Tier Board 
Chair Marty Curran, Corning Incorporated Executive Vice President & Innovation Officer. “Together, we can ensure senior 
citizens feel supported, young children are prepared to succeed in school, and those in need can get back on their feet.”   ■ 

https://www.hilliardcorp.com/


Elmira College Celebrates 164th Commencement
 
Elmira College celebrated the graduation of 209 students during its 164th Commencement on Sunday, June 5 on 
Carnegie Lawn at the College. The exercises included 180 undergraduate and 29 graduate students.

During the Ceremony, Elmira College President Charles Lindsay conferred two honorary degrees.

As a symbolic gesture, Lindsay conferred Ukrainian President, Volodymyr Zelenskyy, with an honorary Doctor of Letters 
in absentia. The symbolic award recognizes the heroic leadership Zelenskyy has shown so far during the war with Russia 
while also honoring the Ukrainian people and their struggle to maintain their independence as a sovereign nation.

Lindsay also conferred an honorary degree to Dr. Jocelyn A. Chadwick, author, life-long English teacher, and international 
scholar. Chadwick was a full-time professor at Harvard Graduate School of Education and is now lecturing occasionally 
and conducting seminars there.

Chadwick is a noted expert in literature, writing, and curriculum development, with a focus on late 19th-century 
literature, Mark Twain studies, women's studies, African-American studies, curriculum design and development, cross-
curricular instructional design, and 21st-century writing strategies. Since 2019 Chadwick has been the lead facilitator 
and curriculum designer for the Elmira College Center for Mark Twain Studies Summer Teachers Institute.

She has worked, and continues to work with, PBS, WNET, WGBH, BBC Radio and was invited to the White House as 
a panel member for the series, Celebrating America's Authors for Ken Burns's Mark Twain. Chadwick also consults and 
works with teachers and students from around the country while serving as an expert consultant for NBC News Learn. 
Her new book in progress is Writing for Life: Using Literature to Teach Writing.

During the ceremony, Chadwick encouraged the graduating class to ask questions, imagine, and aspire. She told them 
to admit their errors and learn from others. She advised the graduates to acknowledge their fears without letting their 
fears paralyze them. And she told them to be agents of change while also remembering the importance of play.

Following the conferring of the honorary degrees, Dr. Patricia Ireland, Provost, introduced Salutatorian Carly Eldridge, 
'22, and Valedictorian, Jenna Cowder '22. Ireland then presented the 2022 undergraduate and graduate candidates to 
Lindsay for conferral.

"To all the graduates and prizewinners whom we have honored today, let me say that we are proud of you and look 
forward to great things as you move ahead in your careers," said Lindsay. "What you have built during your time here - 
both the foundation within you and the community around you - is now a part of you. A foundation to be used as you 
continue to grow and move forward in life."

During ceremonies prior to Commencement, members of the graduating class were recognized with multiple honors 
and prizes, including induction into Phi Beta Kappa, the oldest national honors organization, and officer commissioning 
with the United States military. The Class of 2022 also included 80 honor graduates receiving summa cum laude, magna 
cum laude, and cum laude honors.   ■
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Sahlen’s, Watkins Glen International Celebrate 20 Years Of Six Hours of The Glen 
Partnership
 
Hot dog! A partnership that began when the Sahlen Packing Company took over the entitlement sponsorship of the Sahlen’s 
Six Hours of The Glen in 2003 is marking two decades this weekend as Watkins Glen International hosts one of the most 
anticipated sports car races on the calendar. 

Joe Sahlen, President of the five-generation family business that produces high-quality meat products, drove for his own Team 
Sahlen racing team in Grand-Am from 2006-2013, and competed himself in the Sahlen’s Six Hours of The Glen.

“It’s rare to have a partner as dedicated to the product on the track, as well as the fan experience off the track, as Joe Sahlen 
is,” said Watkins Glen International president Michael Printup. “We truly appreciate everything the Sahlen family and Sahlen 
Packing Company has contributed to racing at The Glen over the past two decades and we are honored to have them as part 
of our family.”

The Buffalo-based Sahlen Packing Company Inc. has been in business for more than 150 years and recently introduced a 
new product that will also be available to fans attending this weekend’s races in person – the Grilled For You Pork & Beef 
Smokehouse Hot Dogs, which are ready to heat and eat in just minutes. Sahlen’s grills the hot dogs for you to provide quick 
and easy meals and snacks on-the-go, while still providing the smokehouse flavor and signature snap of a Sahlen’s hot dog – all 
without you having to fire up the grill.

“It’s great to have ties with such a historic racing venue like 
Watkins Glen International,” said Joe Sahlen.  “At Sahlen’s, 
we share a lot of the same qualities and values as the track, 
along with a passionate customer base.  Innovation is key in 
both of our industries and with our new Grilled For You Hot 
Dogs, we’re making it easier for customers to enjoy our dogs 
without the need for heating up the grill and helping food 
service operators speed up their kitchen prep and serve time.”

Sahlen’s representatives will join in the pre-race festivities for 
the six-hour endurance race featuring an impressive 49-car 
field that includes some of the most famous names in racing 
such as Jimmie Johnson, Sebastian Bourdais, Ricky Taylor, 
Jordan Taylor, Andy Lally. and Jarett Andretti.

Members of the Sahlen family will serve as the Grand Marshal, 
giving the command for the field to fire their engines. And 
Kerri Zwirelein – the Director of Bakery, Deli, Prepared Food 
for Tops Markets – will be the honorary starter and will wave 
the green flag for the start of the Sahlen’s Six Hours of The 
Glen.    ■  
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Care when and  
where you need it.   

It’s what we do. 
 

Visit one of our 3 convenient  
Walk-In Care locations: 

 

Eastside Walk-in Care - Suite 2C  
200 Madison Avenue, Elmira 

 

Erwin Walk-in Care 
418 S. Hamilton Street, Painted Post 

 

Horseheads Walk-in Care - Suite 101 
100 John Roemmelt Drive, Horseheads  

 

Call Health on Demand at (607) 737-4499 
 

arnothealth.org 

https://www.arnothealth.org/
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Clare van den Blink (The Hilliard Corporation) commented about the prestigious ATHENA award, and Judy McIntosh 
(Mengel, Metzger, Barr & Co.) introduced this year's recipient, Laurie Sweeney. Laurie spent more than 20 years as the 
Executive Director of Woodbrook Assisted Living Residence, Inc. In that time she embraced the senior community with 
love and dignity. 

The last award of the night was the Mary E. Kennedy Community Builder Award. More than 40 years ago, the first 
Community Builder Award was presented to recognize individuals who have enhanced the quality of life in our community.  
In 1996, the award was renamed to honor a wonderfully generous volunteer, the late Mary E. Kennedy.  Mary Kennedy was 
a Registered Nurse at St. Joseph’s Hospital: In addition to nursing, Mary was treasurer of her family’s business:  JT Kennedy 
Plumbing & Heating.  It was through her family’s business that Mary started getting heavily involved in the community, 
and with the Chamber.  

This years winner was Jan van den Blink (The Hilliard Corporation). Jan’s passion for our community’s success is unwavering.  
He continues his family’s legacy with Hilliard Corporation as one our most prominent companies in Chemung County 
providing our area with one of the largest private-sector employers.  When he’s not running a large company, he’s a person 
who’s involved in many organizations in our community offering continuous support and creating change. Through his 
many philanthropic endeavors, he provides organizations with community support and giving that continues to create an 
lasting impact in our community.   ■    

(Continued from page 1)

Karen Harris Mike Templar Tanya McGee Ruth Harvey

Jim Frame Laurie Sweeney Clare van den Blink, Laurie Sweeney & 
Judy McIntosh

Jan van den Blink

Thank You to our Sponsors
Chemung Canal TrusT Company

WaTkins glen inTernaTional  •   gannon assoCiaTes insuranCe  •   Chemung supply CorporaTion   
    Corning CrediT union  • gough holding CorporaTion  •   mengel, meTzger, Barr & Co.  •   perry & Carroll, inC.   

•   Welliver   •   elm ChevroleT   •    hoWell



BKA Financial

Bradley Farms

Central Recycling Co-op, Inc.

Chamberlain Acres Garden Center & Florist

Champion Fasteners, Inc.

Chapel Lumber Company

Creagent Marketing

Finn Academy: An Elmira Charter School

Fire Alarm Service Technology Inc.

Foley Enterprises, Inc.

Glenora Wine Cellars

The Inn at Glenora Wine Cellars

Hill Top Inn Restaurant, Banquets & Catering

Howard Hanna

Kitchen & Bath Gallery of the Finger Lakes, Inc.

Lighthouse Liquors & Wines of Southport

Live Well Upstate Center for Natural Health

Marc Rubin Associates

Rye Bar and Restaurant

Southern Tier Logistics

State Farm Insurance - Bonnie Collins Agency

Stuart's Pools & Spas, A Division of Wilson Pools

Sweeney Enterprises LLC

Sweet-N-Saucy

Thurber & Thurber, DPM PC

Wild Birds Unlimited

Wine and Design

Your Office Biz, Inc.

   thank You renewing investors

Welcome NeW members

TableHopp
443 Beckwith Road
Pine City, NY 14871

(607) 738-4187

    

To view the full calendar of events,
 and programming, or to register, 

please visit:  

www.chemungchamber.org

   Chamber events

Aug

5

Aug

11
Thursday, August 11

Elmira College
Tri-County Business After Business Reception

Elmira College
1 Park Place 

5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  | $5 per person

Friday,  August 5

34th Annual  James V. Clune Jr. 
Memorial Golf Tournament

Elmira County Club
1538 West Church Street

Captain & Crew Format         Refreshments All Day
Skins Game         Lunch        Shotgun Start             

                                                                                               
*Deadline to register for a team is Monday, July 25th*

https://chemungchamber.org/

