
Manufacturing Day Inspires Students Across the Region

Over 530 students from Chemung, Steuben, and Schuyler counties participated in the 
MFG Day Expo, held on Friday, October 17th, at the SUNY CCC Airport Corporate 
Park. More than 25 local manufacturers collaborated to engage students, ranging from 
middle school to high school, through dynamic, skill-building activities that highlighted 
the vibrant manufacturing opportunities available in the Southern Tier.

In partnership with the Career Development Council, Inc. (CDC), Manufacturing 
Day (MFG Day) is a national event that highlights the innovations and opportunities 
within modern manufacturing. MFG Day aims to educate students on the diverse and 
evolving career pathways in this industry. By encouraging companies and schools across 
the Southern Tier to share insights into the industry, MFG Day showcases the realities 
and future potential of rewarding careers in manufacturing. As the industry’s largest annual initiative, it plays a vital role in 
inspiring the next generation, shifting perceptions, and building the future workforce.

"We're excited to bring together regional manufacturers, our local students, and community leaders for a day of discovery, 
connection, and opportunity. Today is all about exploring the wide range of career paths available in modern manufacturing  
and research in Chemung County and the greater Southern Tier region. Today, students will get hands-on insights into 
the possibilities in local industry. Our manufacturers play a vital role in the community, driving innovation, creating jobs, 
and contributing to the quality of life for future generations." Said Jennifer Herrick-McGonigal, President & CEO of the 
Chemung Chamber.

"Our collaboration will continue to make a lasting difference as we work together to build the next generation of skilled 
workers right here in our community. At the Career Development Council, our purpose is clear and important. We exist to 
connect business and education so students can discover their passions, understand the possibilities before them, and take 
confident steps to build their futures." Said Sally Deane-Moshier, Executive Director of the Career Development Council. 
Adding, "we believe that when young people are given real experiences and real connections, they gain not only career 
direction, but a sense of belonging and purpose."   ■

November 2025
A monthly publication of the Chamber of Commerce

The Leading Voice of Business in Chemung County for More Than 100 Years.

Nickle Sponsor

Gold Sponsors

USA

Aluminum Sponsors

Stainless Steel Sponsors

Lead Sponsors



Sincerely,
Jennifer Herrick-McGonigal

President's MessagePresident's Message

Hello Chamber Friends,

It’s November! With it comes a season full of Winter activities: The Chamber’s Annual Events, hockey games, and countless 
community celebrations recognizing small businesses and the holiday spirit across Chemung County.

A look back at October: Thank you to all the manufacturers, GST BOCES, Career Development Council, community 
leaders, sponsors, and the MFG Task Force for another successful MFG Day 2025, held at Corning Community College 
Airport Corporate Park on October 17th. The event once again brought manufacturers and students together with more than 
five hundred students learning about exciting career opportunities right here in Chemung County and across our region. We 
are looking forward to 2026. 

The Chamber also connected with members and friends at three fantastic Business After Business events in October. We 
enjoyed evenings hosted by the Chemung Valley History Museum, Visions Federal Credit Union, and Chemung Canal 
Trust Company.  Each offers unique networking opportunities, local hospitality, and meaningful community connections. 
A sincere thank-you to our hosts and attendees who make these events so successful. Interested in showcasing your business? 
Start reaching out now to the Chamber to host your Business After Business event in 2026. Spots fill up fast!

October also welcomed the Elmira Aviators Hockey! Our hometown team hit the ice at LECOM Event Center with energy.  
If you haven’t been yet, grab your family, friends, or coworkers and head to Downtown Elmira for some local hockey action. 

What’s happening in November: Have you purchased your tickets for Experience Chemung 2025, happening on November 
6th from 5:00–7:30 p.m. at Elmira College’s Cowles Hall? We are proud to continue this long-standing signature food 
and beverage experience celebrating Chemung County’s small businesses for over 25 years! This event is open to the public 
and features local restaurants. A special thank you to our sponsors, participating restaurants, and all the small businesses who 
donate prizes and items each year to make this celebration so memorable.

Later in the month, we’ll celebrate Small Business Saturday on November 29th. This day is dedicated to supporting the 
local businesses that are the backbone of our community. Every purchase made at a neighborhood shop, restaurant, or service 
provider helps strengthen our local economy, create jobs, and keep Chemung County vibrant. I encourage everyone to shop 
locally not just on Small Business Saturday, but throughout the entire holiday season. Your support makes a difference, and 
our small businesses are counting on us!

Looking ahead, be sure to SAVE THE DATE for our Annual Awards Ceremony on December 5th at the Elmira Country 
Club. We’ll be announcing our 2025 award winners later this month! 

As the weather cools, fall and winter are the perfect time to Discover Chemung. Stroll through one of our museums, take 
in a show, enjoy a brisk walk on our beautiful trails, or discover a new restaurant or brewery. Our community offers so many 
opportunities to connect, explore, and celebrate the season right here at home.

The Chamber team is THANKFUL for your continued engagement and partnership. Our Chamber thrives because of the 
collaboration, innovation, and dedication of our members. Together, we’re strengthening Chemung County’s business 
community and shaping an even brighter future.

Our strength is and always will be in our partnerships. 
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Art and Inspiration: The Arnot Art Museum

A cornerstone of Chemung County’s arts and culture scene, the Arnot Art Museum has reopened its galleries with a 
remarkable lineup of exhibitions for the 2025–2026 season. The Museum recently completed the full restoration of its 
historic columns, returning them to their original 1833 glory. Standing tall once again, these columns continue to welcome 
visitors as they have for nearly two centuries - a beautiful reminder of Elmira’s history and dedication to preservation.

Inside, visitors can explore a range of exhibitions now on view, including Rising Voices 4: The Bennett Prize, the world’s 
largest prize for women figurative realist painters; Deng Shiqing: The Cost of Life; Painting the Landscape; and Passages.

This month, the Museum also welcomes two annual favorites: the Holiday Art Market (November 17–December 27), 
featuring unique gift selections created by local artists, and the 90th Annual Palette Awards (November 25–January 8), 
celebrating regional talent through the Elmira Regional Art Society.

Plan your visit and learn more at ArnotArtMuseum.org.   ■

Holiday Season in Chemung County: Shop Local, Celebrate Local

The holidays are on their way, and there’s no better time to explore local shops, holiday markets, and events that make the 
season special. From handmade gifts and festive open houses to parades and performances, Chemung County is full of ways 
to make the most of this time of year.

We’re currently working on a blog post highlighting local handmade markets happening around the County and the small 
businesses that make holiday shopping meaningful while supporting local. Stay tuned for that feature, and in the meantime, 
check the Events Calendar on DiscoverChemung.com for seasonal happenings added throughout the month.   ■

A Toast to Twain: Mark Twain Pub Crawl

Here in Elmira, we don’t just admire Mark Twain - we celebrate him! This month, we’re raising a glass to his 190th birthday 
with something brand new: the Mark Twain Pub Crawl!

The event will take place Saturday, November 29, bringing a fun and creative twist to Twain’s legacy. Participants will make 
their way through downtown Elmira, enjoying themed drinks, camaraderie, and a night filled with history, humor, and 
community spirit. Each stop will offer its own signature beverage and a stamp for participants’ event passports, with prizes 
awarded at the final stop for those who complete the crawl.

This event hasn’t been officially announced yet, so you’re hearing it here first! Stay tuned to our social media this week for 
the full schedule, participating bars, and all the details on how to join the fun. And if you plan to join in, now might be a 
good time to start working on your best Twain look… white suit, wild hair, and all!   ■

https://www.arnotartmuseum.org/
https://www.discoverchemung.com/


At Chemung Canal Trust Company, we know a house is 
more than walls and a roof—it’s where memories grow.

With us, you’ll find a mortgage that’s built for families, 
futures, and everything in between.

A HOME THAT GROWS WITH YOU. 

Learn more at chemungcanal.com

 800.836.3711  |  

https://www.chemungcanal.com/


Bethany Village Breaks Ground on Assisted 
Living Facility Expansion

Residents of The Courtyards at Bethany Village will soon be 
enjoying an all new expansion of the Assisted Living Facility 
in the Village of Horseheads, designed to enhance the 
comfort, community, and connection of residents and their 
families. The thoughtfully planned expansion will create a 
welcoming new experience from the moment visitors arrive.

Construction on the $1.9M project, is set to begin in late 
October and be complete in early summer 2026. The new 
addition, located in the front of the building, will provide 
more than 4,000 square feet of combined indoor and outdoor 
space.

The outdoor space will include:

•	 A covered porch with ample seating and amenities
•	 A screened in porch offering safety and the outdoors in 

one space
•	 Open outdoor seating with a water/fire feature
•	 Safe walking path
•	 New landscaping, parking lot and outdoor lighting

The indoor space will include:

•	 A beautiful new welcoming lobby with ample seating, 
activity space, and fireplace

•	 A cozy living room with fireplace
•	 New administration/reception space

“Kiser said, what makes Bethany Village unique in our region 
is that we are the only provider offering a full continuum of 
care on one campus including independent living, licensed 
home care, assisted living, memory care, skilled nursing & 
short-term rehabilitation.”

With anticipation building, residents are especially eager for 
the new open design, featuring bright, versatile spaces perfect 
for connecting with family and loved ones. The feeling 

Member NewsMember News

SUNY CCC to Host Criminal Justice Career 
Night on November 5th

SUNY Corning Community College will host a Criminal 
Justice Career Night on Wednesday, November 5, 2025. 
The event will run from 4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. and will 
be held inside the College’s Commons Building, located 
on its Spencer Hill Campus at 1 Academic Drive in 
Corning, New York.

The career night will feature representatives from 
federal, state, county and local agencies representing 
law enforcement, corrections, K-9 units, forensics, 
first responders, and mental health careers within the 
criminal justice field.

Organizations that will be in attendance:

•	 Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)

•	 New York State Police (NYSP) w/K9 Unit

•	 New York State Police Forensics Unit

•	 New York State Court Police
•	 New York State Department of Environmental 

Conservation

•	 New York State Department of Corrections

•	 New York State Parks Police

•	 Chemung County Sheriff's office

•	 Steuben County Sheriff's Office

•	 Corning City Police Department w/K9 Unit

•	 Cassandra Wygle, LPC, NCC, Clinical Supervisor

This event is free and open to the public, but registration is 
required at: https://www.corning-cc.edu/cjcareers.php   ■

throughout the community is unanimous: “It’s going to be 
beautiful.”

Come and see why so many choose to call Bethany Village, 
home. Contact Abbey Gerard, Director of Admissions at 
607-378-6525 to learn more about Bethany Village.   ■   

https://www.corning-cc.edu/cjcareers.php


Elmira College President Lindsay 
Announces Plans to Retire 

Elmira College President Charles W. Lindsay, fifteenth 
president of the College, has announced plans to retire at the 
conclusion of the 2025-2026 academic year, effective June 
30, 2026.

Reflecting on his tenure, President Lindsay expressed his deep 
appreciation for the honor of serving as president of Elmira 
College for the past eight years, and for the opportunity to 
work alongside a dedicated and talented group of faculty, 
staff, administrators, trustees, and alumni.

"Together, we have achieved a great deal of progress over 
the past several years," said Lindsay. "Now it is time to 
prepare for new leadership that can continue building on 
this momentum and take the College to the next level. This 
decision reflects both personal reflection and my confidence 
in the College's direction. I look forward to continuing our 
important work throughout the year ahead."

During Lindsay's presidency, Elmira College has made 
substantial strides in strengthening its financial position, 
growing enrollment, and advancing student success. The 
College has significantly reduced institutional debt, achieved 
notable increases in giving over the past two years, and 
secured reaccreditation from the Middle States Commission 
on Higher Education on all seven standards.

Under his leadership, the College has also expanded its 
academic offerings with career-focused programs designed 
to meet the needs of today's students, while enhancing 
campus life with new co-curricular opportunities such as flag 
football, pep band, competitive dance, and club ice hockey. 
The return of men's and women's lacrosse, the construction 
of a new turf field, and strengthened relationships with the 
City of Elmira and the surrounding region have further 
advanced the College's momentum.

Member NewsMember News

George H. Winner, Jr., Esq., Chair of the Elmira College 
Board of Trustees, extended the Board's gratitude:

"On behalf of the Trustees, I want to thank Dr. Lindsay for 
his outstanding leadership and accomplishments during his 
eight years of service. Under his guidance, Elmira College 
has made tremendous progress-academically, financially, and 
institutionally. His vision and commitment have positioned 
the College for a strong and successful future."

The Board affirmed that Elmira College's future is bright, 
grounded in recent achievements and the enduring strength 
of its community. A search for the next president will begin 
in November 2025, with the goal of identifying a successor 
by spring 2026. A Presidential Search page will be created 
on elmira.edu to keep stakeholders informed throughout the 
process.   ■

https://gandgcheese.com/
https://www.elmira.edu/


Member NewsMember News

Appleridge Senior Living Fall Open House

Appleridge Senior Living, voted the Twin Tiers’ #1 Retirement Community, is pleased to welcome the public to its Fall 
Open House on Saturday, November 8th, from 12:00–2:00 p.m. at 168 Miller Street, Horseheads.

Guests will have the opportunity to explore Appleridge’s inviting community with guided tours of its beautiful common 
spaces and resort-style amenities. Visitors can learn more about the all-inclusive, maintenance-free lifestyle and the 
convenience of on site care options through trusted partner agencies, ensuring peace of mind for residents and their families.

Resident ambassadors will share their personal experiences, while professional staff will be available to answer questions and 
guide tours. Light refreshments will be served, and each guest will receive a special gift.

For more information, please contact Libby Crumb at 607-767-6190 or lcrumb@appleridgeseniorliving.com.

Appleridge Senior Living is a premier, senior living community, with 112 luxury apartments located within the Finger 
Lakes countryside with 22 acres of resort style living.

Residents of Appleridge, enjoy an option of apartment styles with numerous floor plans and amenities including full kitchen, 
dining options, housekeeping, garages, transportation and stimulating activities, surrounded by beautifully landscaped 
grounds and friendly neighbors.   ■

https://beeid.org/7b30a8ad4461


November EventsNovember Events

NOV

13
Mann's Country Gardens

Business After Business  Reception
2863 Bird Creek Road   |   Gillett, PA

5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.   |   $5 for Members   |   $10 non-members           

NOV

6

Elmira College - Cowles Hall
5:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

    
Mark Twain Country's signature food and beverage 

experience!

Must be over 21 to attend. 
Tickets are $40 in advance, $45 at the door

NOV

22
Chamber Night at LECOM Event Center

155 N. Main Street   |   Elmira
7:00 p.m.  to 9:00 p.m.   |   Elmira Aviators vs. New Jersey 

Titans

December EventsDecember Events

DEC

6
Annual 
Awards 
Ceremony

Join the Chamber as we honor people within our 
community that has made significant contributions 

to making the southern tier 
a better place.

Elmira County Club
5:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 

Tickets   |   $100 individual   |   $200 Couple

Presenting Sponsor:

DEC

17
Women in Leadership Luncheon

Meals on Wheels of Chemung County
409 Williams Street   |    12:00 - 1:30 p.m.         

Join us for our second Women in Leadership luncheon where we will 

reflect on our previous collaborative session and look ahead to our 

collective vision for 2026!

https://beeid.org/548812df3300
https://beeid.org/d3962ccd5fdf
https://beeid.org/ccf74dafa8de
https://beeid.org/bb9fdd74d449


Recent EventsRecent Events

The Chamber held a Business After Business Reception 
at Chemung County Historical Society. More than 40 

Chamber members networked and where able to view 
the current exhibits at the museum.

Chemung County Historical Society
Business After Business Reception   |   Thursday,  October 9th

The Chamber held a Business After Business Reception 
at Visions Federal Credit Union in Big Flats. More than 30 
Chamber members attended and had great conversation 

while learning all that Visions Federal Credit Union has 
to offer. 

Visions Federal Credit Union
Business After Business Reception   |   Thursday,  October 23rd

The Chamber held a Business After Business Reception at 
Chemung Canal Trust Company. More than 60 Chamber 

members attended and had great conversation at the 
oldest locally owned and managed community bank in 

New York.

Chemung Canal Trust Company
Business After Business Reception    |    Thursday,  October 30th

The Chamber hosted the first Women in Leadership Vision 
Luncheon held at Meals on Wheels of Chemung County. 

More than 50 women from cross sectors from around the 
Southern Tier came together to start the conversation, 
and begin collaborative planning for the 2026 season. 

Women in Leadership Vision Luncheon
Wednesday,  October   8th

The Chamber hosted the quarterly Coffee Connections. 
More than 20 members attended and networked over 

light refreshments. 

Coffee Connections
Tuesday,  October   7th


	Bookmark 1
	Bookmark 2
	Bookmark 5
	Bookmark 6

