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Manufacturing Day Inspires Students Across the Region
Over the next decade, a recent study predicts that 2.4 million manufacturing jobs may go unfilled across the United States.
Sources suggest that the crisis stems from misconceptions about manufacturing jobs, shifting skill sets due to advanced
technologies, and the retirement of baby boomers. Now in its sixth year, The Chemung Chamber, Career Development
Council and our local manufacturers are working together to change misconceptions and educate students about the wide
range of fun and exciting career opportunities right here in the Southern Tier.
In tandem with the national campaign, MFG Day Made in the Southern Tier launched on Friday, October 1st and featured
a 25-minute webinar with keynote speaker Barbie Parsons, aka Barbie the Welder, where she shared her inspirational story of
how she entered the dynamic world of manufacturing. "My first thought is how can I ever make this happen? And BOCES is
the first things that came to mind." She added "Our entire class went over to Cameron Manufacturing for a field trip and it
didn't take me a solid 30 seconds of walking in the building to know this is where I was meant to be."
Afterwards, more than 600 students attended virtual sessions with AM&T, Cameron Manufacturing & Design, Evolution
Edges, Eastern Metal Signs & Safety, Ward Filter Systems and Kennedy Valve where students learned about the
manufacturers, watched demonstrations and participated in a live Q&A.
This year the Chamber launched the very first view of this year's Made in the Southern Tier MFG Day video project
proudly sponsored by the Workforce Development Institute. The mission of this year’s video project is to highlight the
workforce needs of our local manufacturers while showcasing the exciting opportunities that come with a career in the
industry. The videos can be viewed here.
"We are trying to change the perception of manufacturing and it starts with our students," commented Jennifer HerrickMcGonigal, Chamber President, adding "we need students to know about the variety of innovation and creativity that’s
associated with manufacturing. There are lots of fantastic career opportunities right here in our hometown." ■

Thank you to our MFG Day Sponsors
the hilliard corporation • kennedy valve

cameron manufacturing & design • southern tier economic growth • weny

am&t • el manufacturing • evolution edges • perry & carroll • suny corning community college • ward apparatus

Manufacturer Virtual Session
am&t • cameron manufacturing & design • evolution edges

eastern metal signs & safety • kennedy valve • ward filter systems

Mark Twain Country

MARKTWAINCOUNTRY.COM

Chamberlain Acres to Host Artisan Market
Chamberlain Acres Garden Center & Florist in Elmira will host its annual Elmira Handmade Market on Saturday, November
27th from 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. This popular event will take place in Chamberlain’s heated greenhouse, providing a unique
shopping experience and chance to meet over 20 artists behind the work and find an abundance of original treasures. Food
vendors will also be on site. ■

Agritourism Trail Interest Grows
Finger Lakes Farm Country www.fingerlakesfarmcountry.com was launched in 2020 as a 5-county agritourism program
created to attract visitors to the rural corners of the S. Finger Lakes and support area farms. Included are You-Pick Farms,
farmers markets, farm experiences, agricultural events, stables, Christmas tree farms, and creameries. The initiative has grown
steadily since its launch and a free phone app was made available in fall 2021. During September, the website saw 4.6k users,
the FB page had a reach of 108,000, which was a 10% increase over August; and Instagram page had a reach of 5,200, which
was an increase of 238% over August. ■

Arnot Art Museum Offers Holiday Market
Arnot Art Museum has opened its annual Holiday Art Market for the season, offering unique, hand-crafted gifts. This year’s
market showcases ten regional artists: Mackenzie Stratton, Ivey Stevens, Christy Spreng, Laura Jaen Smith, Alice Muhlback,
Daniel McPheeters, Jill Lian, Chrissy Lapham, Betsy Heistand-Jones and Ed Bond. Items include paintings, laser cut wood,
hand-blown glass, ceramics, jewelry and more. Many items are available for under $50.
The market is currently operating during the Museum’s regular hours of 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Tuesday-Friday and 12:00 p.m. 5:00 p.m. on Saturday. It will continue through early January. Purchases support both the museum and area artists. ■

Drive-thru Christmas Light Show to Open at Bradley Farms
Twinkle Town at Bradley Farms will return to Elmira on Friday, November 19, offering a drive-thru light and music extravaganza
that will operate nightly from 5:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m. through January 2. Visitors to Twinkle Town will be able to view over
200 individually lighted scenes from the comfort of their cars drive through a one mile, two lane course, while listening to a
broadcast of traditional Christmas music.
According to Bradley Farms owner, Dan Hurley, Twinkle Town first opened in 2019 after three years of planning, research and
hard work. The show is ever expanding and visitors will be treated to a variety of new light scene additions each year.
Twinkle Town is being offered as a joint project between Bradley Farms and McDonald Contracting; numerous other businesses
are sponsoring their own displays in the show. For more information and updates, go to the Facebook page, Twinkle Town at
Bradley Farms, or call Bradley Farms at 607-732-0561. ■

M ember N ews
American Rescue Plan - Small Business and
Non-profit Grants

Valicenti Advisory Services, Inc. Welcomes
New Hires

In March 2021, President Biden signed the American Rescue
Plan into law. The $1.9 trillion stimulus plan contains
funding to help local governments recover from financial
losses caused by the pandemic. The City of Elmira is offering
small grants to assist local businesses and non-profit impacted
by the pandemic. Applicants are eligible up to $5,000 in
relief funding. “The umbrella covers almost every citizen in
the City of Elmira, so I encourage people to get online, look
at the applications and see if we can take advantage of using
this money,” said Mayor Mandell.

Valicenti Advisory Services, Inc. is pleased to announce that
Kevin Falkenberg and Samson Lin have joined the Valicenti
firm.

The mayor added that applications could receive funds in as
soon as two weeks.

Kevin graduated summa cum laude from Ithaca College with
a Bachelor degree in Fine Arts. Kevin worked as a financial
services representative managing client assets and achieving
record production levels. Kevin brings with him 13 years of
experience. Currently, he is an owner and partner in an
event planning business part-time.

For more information, please click here. Deadline to apply is
November 30, 2021. ■

Care when and
where you need it.
It’s what we do.
Visit one of our 3 convenient
Walk-In Care locations:
Eastside Walk-in Care - Suite 2C
200 Madison Avenue, Elmira

Erwin Walk-in Care
418 S. Hamilton Street, Painted Post

Horseheads Walk-in Care - Suite 101
100 John Roemmelt Drive, Horseheads

Call Health on Demand at (607) 737-4499
arnothealth.org

Kevin Falkenberg has joined the firm as Data Manager. This
position requires excellent computer skills, accuracy and
attention to detail and the ability to multi-task and to work
independently. Kevin posts and reconciles daily account
transactions and monitors system information ensuring the
accuracy of all data. He opens and closes accounts on the
system and provides daily updates to the website.

“We are pleased to welcome Kevin to the firm and we look
forward to the skills he brings with him to the Operations
Department” said Jeffrey Naylor, Executive Vice President/
CFO/CCO.
Samson Lin has joined the firm as an Investment Analyst. In
this position, he will be working closely with the investment
team and will provide critical support to the lead analyst and
portfolio managers in the areas of research, position and risk
monitoring, performance attribution and trade execution.
Samson graduated summa cum laude from Syracuse
University with a Bachelor of Science degree in Mathematics
and a minor in Finance and Psychology. He is a member of
Pi Mu Epsilon, an honors society.
During his college career, he was a facilities supervisor at the
Barnes Center and served as an intramural referee for college
students at Syracuse University Recreation Services and was
the Treasurer of the Chess Club.
“We are pleased to welcome Samson to the firm and look
forward to his critical support to our investment team” said
Joseph Valicenti, President and CEO. ■

M ember N ews
New Theatre Production at SUNY Corning
Community College
Superheroes return to the stage! SUNY CCC Theatre Studies
and Muse of Fire Theatre club present four performances
of Mynx and Savage by Rebecca Gorman O'Neill,
Friday-Sunday, November 12-14, 2021 in the Schuyler
Amphitheatre at SUNY CCC.
Friday and Saturday evening performances are at 7:00 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday matinees are at 2:00 p.m. Tickets are
$12 general admission, and $6 for all students and seniors
65+.
The story: Ket, a young illustrator, comes to work with her
graphic novel idol, Adam, on the 100th issue of his popular
superhero fantasy series, Mynx and Savage. Ket finds Adam
facing a serious case of artist-writer's block as his past, and
the origins of Mynx and Savage in a childhood friendship,
haunt him more and more. Fantasy bleeds into reality when
the superheroes and their mild-mannered alter egos invade
the artists' studio. With wit and bold action, Ket and the
superheroes help Adam to face the tragic past so he can finally
claim his creative future.
Mynx and Savage is directed by new faculty addition to the
SUNY CCC Theatre team, Kai DonDero. The all-student
cast and crew includes Sara Case, Noah Chrisman, Ethan
Davidson, Jasmine Helles, Emma Kephardt, Gregory
Matthews, Christian Reyes, Jake Schultze, Kaya Sproule,
Lethia White, and Mia Williams.

Regional Job Fair at the Arnot Mall
The Arnot Mall, New York State Department of Labor and
CSS Workforce New York are hosting a Regional Job Fair on
November 4th from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
More than 24 local employers have registered with a variety
of positions including part-time, full-time, internships,
seasonal and/or temporary jobs.
For more information, please visit arnotmall.com. ■

Youth Orchestra of the Southern Finger
Lakes Fall Concert

The Youth Orchestra of the Southern Finger Lakes,
sponsored by the Orchestra of the Southern Finger Lakes
and conducted by OSFL concertmaster, Augusto Diemecke,
is an ensemble of some of the finest young musicians in our
region. The Youth Orchestra provides advanced challenges
and opportunities for young people who are enthusiastic
about music.
The Youth Orchestra of the Southern Finger Lakes and Junior
String Ensemble present their Fall Concert for the 2021-22
Season. The concert will be held on Sunday, November 14th
at 4:00 p.m. at Park Church located at 208 West Church
Street in Elmira. This concert is free and open to the pubic.

Face masks and adequate social distancing are required for all
attending performances on the SUNY CCC campus.

Program:
Rhosymedre - Ralph Vaughan Williams
Symphony No. 1 in B flat Major - William Boyce
Hopak - Modest Mussorgsky
Fantasia on Greensleeves for Flute, Harp, & Strings - Ralph
Vaughan Williams
La Muerte del Angel - Astor Piazzolla
Holberg Suite, Op. 4 - Edvard Grieg

Information and reservations: 607-962-9311. ■

For more information, please visit osfl.org. ■

DonDero is an alumna of SUNY CCC Theatre Studies, and
graduate of SUNY Purchase. Joining her on the production
team is Alan Cameron Caum, former CCC student and
veteran of many SUNY CCC and local theatre productions.

M ember N ews
2021 Food Bank of the Southern Tier's Leader of the Pack Corporate Challenge a Win for
the Community
On Thursday, September 30th, the Food Bank of the Southern Tier held a virtual celebration
to thank and honor all participating teams in the 2021 Leader of the Pack Corporate
Challenge, adding an exclamation point to September as Hunger Action Month.
Operating under the Food Bank's commitment to safety, this year's event- generously
sponsored by Mengel, Metzger, Barr & Co, LLP, maintained aspects of the spirit of the
original in-person event, while also including a virtual fundraising component and a virtual
celebration for all participants.
Participating teams competed mainly against the clock to see who could pack bags of food
and fill their pallets the fastest in 2019. All teams were present in the Food Bank's warehouse.
This year, one or two teams were present at a time, with each team feverishly packing their
own separate space. Teams also participated in a week-long Virtual Food Drive, utilizing this
unique way of collecting donations from their friends, family and social media follows.
First Heritage Federal Credit Union
At the end of the three days of packing competition and the week-long Virtual Food
packing at the competition.
Drive, 11 generous and supportive corporate teams - Cameron Manufacturing & Design;
Chemung Canal Trust Company; Dandy; Excellus BlueCross BlueShield; First Heritage
Federal Credit Union; M&T Bank; Mengel Metzger Barr & Co, LLP; Seneca Beverage
Corporation; Tompkins Trust Company; Wegmans; and Welliver - packed 5,792 BackPacks that will be distributed to
Southern Tier students before weekends and school breaks and funded over 135,170 meals for our neighbors in need.

"We are so grateful to all of our corporate partners who participated in this year's Leader of the Pack," stated Natasha
Thompson, Food Bank President & CEO. "Their commitment to our work and flexibility throughout the planning process
helped ensure a successful event, despite the challenges pose by COVID."
Congratulations to Wegmans as the Community Impact Award winner for raising $6,000 through the Virtual Food Drive
or bonus bags; to Influencer Award winner Mengel Metzger Barr & Co, LLP for their social media promotions and
engagement and to the 2021 Leader of the Pack Award winner, First Heritage Federal Credit Union.
The Food Bank of the Southern Tier distributes food to people struggling with hunger through a network of 163
food pantries, meal programs, shelters and other hunger relief agencies in Broome, Chemung, Schuyler, Tioga and
Tompkins Counties. The Food Bank also directly serves people in need through Kid's Farmers Markets the BackPack
Program and the Mobile Food Pantry Program. Through advocacy, education and community partnership, the Food
Bank's vision is to create a future without hunger for everyone in the Southern Tier . The Food Bank of the Southern
Tier is a member of Feeding America and a regional agency of Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Rochester. The
Food Bank was named Feeding America's 2017 Food Bank of the Year. For more information, please visit www.
foodbankst.org. ■

M ember N ews
Community Arts of Elmira Holds Ribbon
Cutting for Mural
Community Arts
of Elmira - Elmira
Infinite Canvas (EIC)
held a Ribbon Cutting
of the mural "Daisies,
From left: Thomas Jack, Lynne Rusinko,
Filomena Jack, Brett Stermer and
Doodles and Lasers"
Joe Caparulo
by Artist Filomena
Jack of Filomena Jack Studios, on October 6.
Artist Filomena Lisi Jack of Filomena Jack Studio and her
607 Art Crew were excited to present the mural located at
308 Williams Street in Elmira. Filomena give a big thank
you to the EIC team members Caroline Durand, Karissa
Gurnsey and her seven month old son, who has set the
record for the youngest Elmira Infinite Canvas - Public
Art Ambassador to date, students Anaka and Jan Mayoros,
Megan Spirowski, MaryRose and her daughter Breanna
Shaw, and Thomas Jack!
Elmira Infinite Canvas is a Community Arts of Elmira
public art program that uplifts community through vibrant
public art, reducing blight and expanding community
pride, as well as evolving Elmira as an arts destination and
a leader in the arts.
Visit the Community Arts of Elmira - Elmira Infinite
Canvas Google Map for a Self-Guided Tour of EIC Murals:
www.communityartsofelmira.com/infinite-canvas.php. ■

Perry & Carroll Agent Receives Award
Jessica Balmer of Perry & Carroll, Inc. has received the
Superior Travelers Agent Recognition Award for Western
New York. Jessica was selected from several well-deserving
nominees due to her role in our agency’s outstanding
production and retention. With this award, Travelers is
acknowledging Jessica for her role in Perry & Carroll’s
success with Travelers, in addition to her engagement,
leadership, professionalism, and dedication to their
customers.
Jessica joined Perry & Carroll in 2016 as an administrative
assistant. Her knowledge of the insurance industry grew
quickly and she decided to pursue her Property & Casualty,
as well as Life and Health licenses. She is now the Office &
Personal Lines Manager.
Perry & Carroll, Inc. is one of the oldest independent
insurance agencies serving the Southern Tier of NY and
Northern Tier of PA. The full-service office is located on
West Church Street in downtown Elmira. ■

M ember N ews
Clemens Center Names Kate Fuller as Director of Development
The Clemens Center, the Twin Tiers’ premier performing arts center, has selected Kate Fuller as
Director of Development. She began her tenure on October 11, 2021.
Ms. Fuller has over 10 years of experience in branding, social media, content creation, business
writing, event planning, and customer relations in both the nonprofit and for profit fields.
She most recently served as an independent marketing consultant for the Watkins Glen Area
Chamber of Commerce. Prior to her time at the Chamber, Ms. Fuller was Director of Marketing
and Guest Relations at Grist Iron Brewing in Burdett, NY, where she was responsible for
creating and executing marketing strategies and campaigns to support strategic growth for
Kate Fuller
the brewery and its on-site lodging facility. In her role as an event planner and fundraiser,
Ms. Fuller has successfully garnered thousands of dollars in individual donations and business
sponsorships for the Seneca Santa program, the U.S. Green Building Council Upstate Chapter, and Chemung County
Humane Society & SPCA.
Passionate about the arts, Ms. Fuller hopes to build authentic relationships between the Clemens Center and community
members with regular communication, by sharing compelling stories, and presenting quantifiable data as evidence of their
impact.
In making the announcement, Executive Director Karen Cromer said, “Kate is a lifelong Elmira resident with strong
connections in the community. We are thrilled to bring her onto our team at such a pivotal time in the Clemens Center’s
history. The events of the past year and a half have only underscored the significance of the arts in our lives. She is enthusiastic
about bringing people together around the performing arts. I can’t imagine a better person to lead our development efforts
going forward.”
“Congratulations to the Board and management of the Clemens Center on the appointment of Kate Fuller as the new
Director of Development,” said Board President Paul VerValin. “ Kate’s experience will serve the Center well as it re-opens and
welcomes the public back for Broadway performances, school matinees, and community events.”
Centrally located in Downtown Elmira, the Clemens Center re-opened in 1977 and celebrates its 44th Season in 2021-22.
Annually the Center hosts more than 45,000 patrons and 16,000 preK-12 students, who attend more than 80 professional
and community performances. In addition to ticket sales, support comes from a variety of sources including nearly 1,800
individuals, business members, and approximately 100 volunteers contributing over 6,000 hours of time each year.
Connect with the Center at clemenscenter.org for the latest programming and ticketing information and to join their email
list. ■

C hamber N ews
Chamber Inviting Awards Nominations for December Event
The Chamber is now inviting nominations for several distinguished honors as part of its Annual Awards Breakfast, scheduled
for Thursday, December 9th at the Arnot Event Center.
•

Mary E. Kennedy Community Builder Award – Honors the volunteer efforts of an individual who has helped enhance
the quality of life in our community.

•

New Business of the Year Award – Recognizes a Chamber member firm that has been in business for at least one year
but not more than five years, has shown evidence of success, and demonstrated the entrepreneurial potential necessary for
long-term success and economic growth.

•

Young Professional Award – The Young Professional Award was established to support and recognize upcoming leaders
within our community, ages 25-40, by celebrating their current achievements and future aspirations.

•

Partners in Education Award – Celebrates the outstanding efforts by a Chemung County School or college teacher, other
staff member or volunteer who furthers the collaboration of Business and Education. This individual accomplishes this in
a remarkably creative yet constructive way, on behalf of students and the community.

•

Trailblazer Award – The Trailblazer Award recognizes an individual who has gone above and beyond the requirements
and expectations of their employed position to enhance the quality of life in our community.

The Chamber will also recognize the ATHENA Award, Partners in Education Career Achievement Award, Member Services
Council Ambassador of the Year, and Milestone Awards to any Chamber member firm marking an anniversary date that’s
an increment of 25 years. If your firm is celebrating such a milestone, please contact the Chamber.
The nomination deadline for all awards is November 12th, 2021. Physical and online forms are available for your convenience.
Please contact the Chamber for more information at info@chemungchamber.org, or visit the Chamber's website and look
under the "Spotlight" section on the homepage.
The Chamber will continue to monitor the current COVID-19 protocols to ensure a safe and socially distanced event.

■

C hamber E ven ts
Nov

T hank Y o u
R enewi ng I nvestors
Antique Revival

4

Clemens Center

Thursday, November 4, 2021

Finger Lakes Audiology, PLLC

360Aurora
Ribbon Cutting & Open House
Reception

360Aroura
th
360 E. 14 Street, Elmira Heights
4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. | $5 per person
* Registration is required

Due to COVID-19 related restrictions, all events sales are final
and non-refundable.

Hampton Inn by Hilton Elmira/Horseheads
Nelson & Streeter Construction
Raymond James
Southern Tier Audiology Associates
Warren Real Estate
Wings of Eagles Discovery Center

* Limited to the first 275

Nov

10
Wednesday, November 10, 2021
Chamber Educational Series Sponsored by Chemung Canal Trust Co.

U.S. Department of Labor Under
the Biden Administration
WEBINAR WITH Barclay Damon
9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.
Free for Members | $5 Non-Members

W elcome N ew M embers
EPC/ECF Daycare Center, Inc.
800 West Broad Street
Horseheads, NY 14845
(607) 795-4430

Liana Pineau Child Care
210 Kingsbury Ave
Elmira, NY 14901
(315) 237-4548

Jolinda Thomas Child Care

To view the full calendar of events
and programming, or to register,
please visit:

www.chemungchamber.org

35 Hammond Street
Big Flats, NY 14814
(607) 339-5309

Sabrina Hamilton Child Care
1117 Pennsylvania Ave
Elmira, NY 14904
(607) 259-6229

Chemung County
Chamber of Commerce
400 East Church Street
Elmira, NY 14901-2803
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The mission of the Chemung County Chamber of Commerce is to represent the business community in the promotion of prosperity and the quality of life throughout its service area.

