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Chamber Welcomes New President & CEO
The Chemung County Chamber of Commerce announced the appointment of Jennifer 
Herrick-McGonigal as the organization’s next President and CEO, effective September 29, 
2021. Herrick-McGonigal replaces Kamala Keeley, who served as Chamber President for 5 
years, and recently became the Three Rivers Development President.   

“Our search committee spoke to a number of excellent candidates, and we’re thrilled to have 
Jennifer take on a very challenging, very important role in Chemung County,” said Board Chair 
Michael Printup. “Jennifer brings the passion and experience the board identified as key traits 
required to build upon our solid foundation already in place. We’re confident that she will 
provide strong vision and direction for the Chamber as the organization opens a new chapter. 
She brings a tremendous amount of experience in community relations, marketing and event 
management and that experience will benefit Chemung County.”

“I am honored to lead a talented and respected team in representing and serving Chemung County members and have 
the opportunity to continue the progress the Chamber has made for the County’s business community through their 
innovative programs " said Herrick-McGonigal. “I am grateful to be surrounded by community partners with a shared vision 
for collaboration.  It also excites me that I’m able to bring my experience and vision to the Chamber, and I look forward to 
moving the organization forward and working together to strengthen all businesses and tourism in our great county.” 
 
The Chamber currently has a staff of five including two individuals that have been with the organization since the late 
1990's, Vice Presidents Cynthia Raj and Janet Kennedy. The staff also includes tenured employees Michelle Beiling, and 
Candice West, along with relative newcomer Faith Marshall. 

With almost 15 years with Elmira Downtown Development, Inc., Herrick-McGonigal brings a wealth of knowledge 
and experience working in business development, event management, program development, sponsor engagement and 
community outreach. Her leadership, experience, and accomplishments is evidence of her passion for business growth and 
community support.   ■

Applications Now Being Accepted for the Class of 2021!

Leadership Chemung is celebrating more than three decades of developing individuals for 
leadership roles in Chemung County and the Southern Tier. 

For more details, see page 9. Applications due 10/7! 

Jennifer Herrick-
McGonigal



Clemens Center to Reopen its Doors
Live entertainment is back and the Clemens Center is ready to welcome the community when its Broadway series opens with 
An Officer and a Gentleman on October 15 & 16.  

 “Our long intermission has come to an end!”, stated Executive Director Karen Cromer. “Thanks to financial support from the 
community and some Federal grant dollars, we are able to bring back Broadway, School-Time, and Family Connex shows—
both virtual and live performances—for 2021-22. We can’t wait to see you here!” she added.

2021-22 Broadway Series Subscriptions are on sale now and include 5 shows. Visit ClemensCenter.org/broadway-series for 
details.   ■

Eldridge Park to Offer Monster Mash Mini-Golf Night

Eldridge Park will be hosting a limited opening in October to bring fans a family friendly 
Halloween event!  Monster Mash Mini-Golf is a new event offering a chance for the community 
to join the ghouls that lurk on the Park’s golf course after dark! Beyond golf, the carousel and 
train will also be operating.

The event will take place on Saturday, October 23 from 5:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Golf tickets 
are $10, and carousel and train tickets are $1.50. More information can be found at www.
eldridgepark.org.   ■  

Regional Beer Festival to Return to WGI Race Course

The Finger Lakes Beer Festival will make its yearly return to the garages at The Glen on Friday, 
October 29 & Saturday, October 30. Presented by Watkins Glen International, the popular 
Boos and Brews kicks off a weekend featuring over 40 New York State breweries, distilleries and 
cideries. Festival goers will also be treated to a 32-team cornhole tournament and stein holding 
competition. 

Attendees must be 21+. For full details, go to www.theglen.com/events/finger-lakes-beer-
festival/.   ■       

Annual Corn Maze Opens at Bradley Farms

Fall has arrived, and Bradley Farms has opened its Annual Corn Maze for the season! This year’s 
“wizard” maze is especially popular, offering a safe and fun way for families to enjoy fall. The maze 
is open daily from 9: 00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. Cost is $8 for 10 years and up, $5.00 for 4-10 years and 
children under 4 are free.  

In addition to the Corn Maze, Bradley Farms is also hosting Phantom Phrightnights Haunted 
House on weekends and its daily Pumpkin Patch. For full details: go to www.bradleyfarmselmira.com.   ■

 Mark Twain Country                         MARKTWAINCOUNTRY.COM
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I LOVE NY  Virtual Job Fair

The New York State Department of Labor is proud 
to partner with Empire State Development to offer a 
sophisticated job fair simulation on October 7, from 
11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. where businesses and jobseekers 
can connect in a virtual setting in real-time, while keeping 
the familiar feel and positive outcomes of a physical event.

The virtual career fair platform allows businesses to break 
free from the limitations of traditional hiring events, while 
finding top talent and facilitating a meaningful experience 
for potential candidates. Through a fully customizable 
virtual booth with high resolution avatars and a chat 
function accessible from any location and device, the 
virtual fair is a convenient way to support recruitment 
efforts and showcase your business.

For more information, and to register, please click here.  ■

Catholic Charities Housing Counselor 
Receives  HUD Certification

Catholic Charities Housing 
Counselor has successfully 
completed the certification 
examination administered by the 
U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development 
(HUD). Effective June 22, 
Karen Wheeler is a Certified 
HUD Housing Counselor 
ensuring that Catholic Charities 
can continue providing housing 
counseling to those in Chemung, Schuyler, Tompkins and 
Tioga Counties.

Counselors must demonstrate competency in each of 
the following areas of housing counseling: (1) financial 
management; (2) property maintenance; (3) responsibilities 
of homeownership and tenancy; (4) fair housing laws and 
requirements; (5) housing affordability; and (6) avoidance 
of, and responses to, rental and mortgage delinquency and 
avoidance of eviction and mortgage default.

HUD-certified counselors also help to protect consumers 
from fraudulent operators who prey upon those 
experiencing mortgage difficulties. Even legitimate for-
profit housing counselors can charge consumers hundreds of 
dollars for services that are provided free or at low-cost by 
HUD approved counselors.

Independent research shows that consumers working with a 
HUD housing counseling agency, such as Catholic Charities, 
have better credit, more savings, and fewer foreclosures than 
similar non-counseled consumers.

Anyone in need of housing counseling may call Catholic 
Charities at 607-734-9784 and ask to speak with Karen. 

HUD's mission is to create strong, sustainable, inclusive 
communities and  quality affordable homes for all. More 
information about HUD and its programs is available on 
at www.hud.gov.  ■

Karen Wheeler

https://www.chemungcanal.com/
https://virtualevent.nysdolboothregistration.com/ILOVENY
https://www.hud.gov/


Orchestra of the Finger Lakes Launches 
2021-22 Season with A Tribute Concert

The Orchestra of the Southern Finger Lakes (OSFL) announces 
the first concert of the 2021-22 Season to be held Saturday, 
October 9 at 7:30 p.m. at The Park Church in Elmira. The 
concert is a tribute to all we have lost during the past 18 months.

Under the baton of Maestro Toshiyuki Shimada, the OSFL 
will perform Beethoven’s Symphony No. 4, Adagio for Strings 
and Organ by Tomaso Albinoni, Charles Gounod’s Little 
Symphony for Winds, as well as Lyric for Strings by African-
American composer, George Walker. OSFL principal double 
bassist, Patrick Dugan, will perform as the featured soloist on 
Giovanni Bottesini’s Elegy No. 1, in memory of OSFL double 
bassist, Bliss Michelson and his wife Peggy, who both passed 
away from COVID in early 2021.

For tickets and memorial donation, go to OSFL.org or call 
607-936-2873.   ■  

NASCAR Cup Series to Return to Watkins 
Glen August 21, 2022
The NASCAR Cup Series 
will return to Watkins 
Glen International and 
New York State two weeks 
later in the summer, taking 
the green flag on Sunday, August 21, as the sanctioning body 
today announced the 2022 NASCAR Cup Series schedule.
 
“The on-track intensity is going ramp up even more for next 
year’s race,” WGI President Michael Printup said. “Moving 
our race to later in August means the drivers will be in 
desperation mode to secure one of the few remaining chances 
at the championship. Dreams will be made, and title hopes 
dashed, on the twists and turns at The Glen.”
 
The race will be the second-to-last event on the NASCAR 
Cup Series regular season schedule, which will conclude the 
following weekend at Daytona International Speedway to set 
up the Playoff field of 16 drivers.

Schedules for the NASCAR Xfinity Series, NASCAR 
Camping World Truck Series and ARCA Menards Series 
2022 seasons will be announced in the near future. In 
addition, start times and television network information for 
Cup Series races will be also announced at a later date.
  
The full 2022 NASCAR Cup Series schedule can be found at 
nascar.com. Additionally, for more information on the 2022 
Cup Series event weekend and remaining 2021 events at The 
Glen, please visit theglen.com.   ■  
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Insurance since 1860
PERRY & CARROLL INC

607-734-4291                                                               perrycarroll.com

Let us help 
protect what 

matters most.

Contact us for all your insurance needs
BUSINESS  |  HEALTH & LIFE  |  PERSONAL

https://www.osfl.org/
https://www.nascar.com/
https://www.theglen.com/
https://www.perrycarroll.com/
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Elmira College Welcomes New VP of Enrollment Management

Elmira College welcomes W. Eric Sykes as the new Vice President of Enrollment Management, who will 
oversee the recruitment and enrollment efforts of the College. 

Sykes comes with extensive experience working for colleges and universities. He started as a Psychology 
professor at Indiana University and then at Dickinson College before moving into staff roles. Pairing his 
love for research, data collection and analysis, he became the assistant director of institutional research 
at Xavier University in Cincinnati, Ohio. From there, he moved into enrollment management positions, 
using data to make strategic decisions about the college and university programs and recruitment 
strategies. Most recently, Sykes served as vice president of enrollment management for Quinnipiac University in Connecticut.

"I'm excited to join the team at Elmira College," said Sykes. "My passion is to translate data into insight and understanding 
that ultimately informs decision-making and illuminates a clear path forward for the institution. I look forward to highlighting 
what makes Elmira College unique and conveying its special qualities to prospective students who will enroll and thrive here."

Sykes earned a bachelor's from Loyola University in Chicago, Illinois, and a master's degree from Purdue University in West 
Lafayette, Indiana.   ■  

                                                                                           MeMber News

W. Eric Sykes 

https://www.hilliardcorp.com/


Valicenti Insurance Services, Inc., Names Vice President

Kate Schermerhorn has played a key part in successfully growing our agency and we are pleased to 
announce that she has been promoted to Vice President of Valicenti Insurance Services, Inc., As 
Vice President, Kate will oversee the day to day operations of the company, creating and optimizing 
workflows, training staff as well as maintaining her relationships with existing and new clients to 
provide personal and business insurance programs to meet the specific needs of our clients. Her 
extensive insurance knowledge, attention to organization and detail, compiled with exceptional 
customer service skills has proven to serve our clients well. 

Kate has been with the agency since its inception in 2013. With over 21 years of experience in 
the insurance industry, she has a vast wealth of knowledge and understanding of insurance and 
risk management which she uses to benefit our clients. A graduate of Corning Community College with an A.S. Degree in 
Designated Studies and a 2015 graduate of the Leadership Chemung Program, Kate is licensed by the State of NY in Property 
and Casualty Insurance as well as Life and Health. She also maintains licenses in Pennsylvania, North Carolina, South Carolina 
and Florida. 

“Kate has been an asset to Valicenti Insurance Services, Inc. since day one. Her experience and knowledge is invaluable to our 
clients and staff. I’m pleased to promote her into this well-deserved position” said Suzanne Valicenti, President & CEO.   ■ 

Horseheads
1631 County Rd 64 • Horseheads, NY 14845
(Near Buffalo Wild Wings)

Elmira
Langdon Plaza
303 N. Main St. • Elmira, NY 14901

800.242.2120 • visionsfcu.org

Federally insured by NCUA

We’re here for you.
Full-service offices, drive-up and walk-up ATMs, mortgages, savings, business accounts, and more. 

What are you waiting for? Come visit!
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Kate Schermerhorn

https://www.visionsfcu.org/


Former Corning Enterprises President Thomas Tranter Received The Business 
Council’s ‘Corning Award for Excellence’  

G. Thomas Tranter, former President and Director of Community and Government Affairs 
for Corning Enterprises, has been named the recipient of the 2021 Corning Award for 
Excellence by The Business Council of New York State Inc. The award was presented 
during The Business Council’s Annual Meeting on September 23rd.
 
The Business Council has presented the award in partnership with Corning Enterprises 
for 43 years. Previous recipients included H. Carl McCall (2020), and Nancy Zimpher 
(2019).
 
Mr. Tranter, the 2021 recipient, spent 20 years with Corning and was responsible for 
advancing and achieving the mission of Corning Enterprises, which is to positively impact the economic, cultural, 
educational, and social health of the Southern Tier region in which they call home.
 
“I am honored and humbled to receive this award,” said Mr. Tranter. “It has been my privilege to work closely with the 
Council’s professional staff and Council members to positively impact the business climate of our state. It is through 
partnerships, communication, and collaboration that we are able to help our businesses grow.”
 

“It’s a personal honor to have worked with Tom during his 
Corning career; Tom is an iconic leader in the Southern 
Tier who continues to be a resource to organizations, 
committees, and colleagues with his unwavering passion 
for relationships, integrity, and teamwork,” said Dawn 
Burlew, Director, Government Affairs & Business 
Development at Corning Incorporated.

Mr. Tranter has a 20-year history with The Business 
Council dating back to 2000, where he served on several 
committees. In 2011 he was elected to The Business 
Council’s Board of Directors, serving until he retired 
from Corning Enterprises in 2020. 

“Tom has a long and successful history with The 
Business Council serving in all capacities on the board 
including Board Chair. Through his hard work and 
dedication, Corning Enterprises enjoyed a successful 20 
years during Tom’s tenure, as did The Business Council 
thanks to his leadership and expertise,” said Heather 
Briccetti, President & CEO of The Business Council of 
New York State Inc. “Tom continues to be a champion 
for growth in the Southern Tier and remains a close 
personal friend.”   ■

G. Thomas Tranter
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Leadership Chemung Invites 2021 Applicants

Leadership Chemung is designed to develop individuals for future leadership roles in Chemung County and the Southern 
Tier by broadening their knowledge and awareness of the 
community, and honing their leadership skills. Now in 
an innovative virtual format, this year’s program includes 
extensive educational classes taught by local professionals 
to help students hone their community awareness and 
leadership skills. The program is facilitated by Dusty 
Hewit of Long Run Communications. The Leadership 
Chemung program is celebrating more than three 
decades of inspiring future leaders in our community.

Applications are now being accepted for the Class 
of 2021. The program will begin this October with 
Orientation on Thursday, October 21. Classes following 
Orientation will be held two-three times a month 
from October through March, with a Commencement 
Ceremony in April. 

Candidates must submit an application with two references 
to be reviewed by the Leadership Chemung Committee. 
About 20-25 individuals representing a cross-section of the 
community will be selected to participate in the program.

The application deadline is Thursday, October 7th. 
For more details, please click here or e-mail michelle@
chemungchamber.org.   ■

RELISH To Return in 2022

The leadership of the Chamber has made the difficult decision not 
to host RELISH, Mark Twain Country’s signature food and beverage 
event in the fall, due to COVID-safety related concerns and restaurant 
staff shortages. The event was launched by the Chemung Chamber in 
2018 to showcase Chemung County’s growing culinary options, wine 
and craft drinks from around the region and quickly attracted over 200 
attendees. We still encourage the community to continue to support 
our areas restaurants during this challenging time. We appreciate the 
many participating businesses and sponsors that made RELISH possible in previous years, and look forward to seeing 
it return in 2022.  ■

Care when and  
where you need it.   

It’s what we do. 
 

Visit one of our 3 convenient  
Walk-In Care locations: 

 

Eastside Walk-in Care - Suite 2C  
200 Madison Avenue, Elmira 

 

Erwin Walk-in Care 
418 S. Hamilton Street, Painted Post 

 

Horseheads Walk-in Care - Suite 101 
100 John Roemmelt Drive, Horseheads  

 

Call Health on Demand at (607) 737-4499 
 

arnothealth.org 

https://chemungchamber.org/leadership-chemung-applications-being-accepted/
https://www.arnothealth.org/


   Chamber events
    To view the full calendar of events and programming, or to register, please visit:  

www.chemungchamber.org

Friday,  October 1, 2021                                                                                                 

Oct

1

      reCent events

Lakewood Vineyards Tri-County
Business After Business Reception

Wednesday, September 22nd

More than 100 Chamber members attended Lakewood 
Vineyards Tri-County Business After Business Reception, 
providing members of the Chemung, Corning Area, and 

Watkins Glen Chambers with the opportunity to network.

The virtual program will be held on Friday, October 1, 2021 
and begin at 9:00 a.m. with a 25-minute Zoom Webinar, 
which will include a keynote speaker, Barbie Parsons, aka, 
Barbie the Welder. Live, interactive Zoom sessions with 
participating manufacturers will begin at 9:30 a.m. and run 

until 10:55 a.m. 

Manufacturer Virtual Session
am&t   •   cameron manufacturing & design    

evolution edges   •   eastern metal signs & safety     

 el manufacturing  •  evolution edges  

  kennedy valve   •    ward apparatus 

Thank you to our  MFG Day Sponsors

the hilliard corporation  •  kennedy valve
cameron manufacturing & design  •  southern tier 

economic growth  •  weny  •  am&t  •  el manufacturing  

•  evolution edges  •  perry & carroll  •  suny corning 

community college  •  ward apparatus    

Thank You 
Renewing invesToRs

AM&T
(Alliance for Manufacturing & Technology)

Capriotti Properties

John F. & John P. Wenzel Contractors, Inc.

Lake Erie College of Osteopathic Medicine

Planet Fitness

Siemens Smart Infrastructure

YWCA of Elmira and the Twin Tiers

Ziff Law

https://chemungchamber.org/
http://beeid.org/455a171c23cf


      Leadership Chemung Application
2021 – 2022

Leadership Chemung is designed to develop individuals for future leadership roles in 
Chemung County and the Southern Tier by broadening their knowledge and awareness of 
the community, and honing their leadership skills. The program is celebrating more than 

three decades of inspiring future leaders in our community. 

Candidates must submit an application with two references to be reviewed by the 
Leadership Chemung Committee. About 20-25 individuals representing a cross-section of 

the community will be selected to participate in the program.

Leadership Chemung participants will complete a team volunteer project. 
The ten class sessions cover topics such as:

•	 Visionary	Leadership

•	 Multigenerational	Leadership

•	 The	Business	of	Education

•	 Leadership	Intelligences

•	 Technology	and	its	Effects	on	Leadership

•	 Conflict	in	the	Workplace

•	 Diversity,	Equity	and	Inclusion	In	The	Workplace

“I want to start by extending a huge thank you to the Chemung Chamber, this was an amazing 
experience. I have been engaged in other leadership training/development courses in the past I have 
to say this was one of the best. I am truly grateful the contacts and friends that I have made through 
Leadership Chemung. I know for me I was able to take something helpful and positive away from 
each presentation, more often than not I took a lot way that I will be able to use in my current role 
and as I look to move up through the ranks at my current job and my career.”  

~Anthony Novakowski
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Program Tuition

Tuition is $750 for employees of Chemung 
County Chamber member businesses.

The fee covers the cost of tuition, materials, 
and supplies. This fee may be paid by 

the participant, sponsoring business or a 
combination of the two.

Leadership application form and two 
professional letters of recommendation 

must be submitted to the Chemung 
Chamber by October 7, 2021. Information 

and application can be found at www.
chemungchamber.org or by 

emailing michelle@chemungchamber.org

Selected participants will be notified by 
October  11, 2021.

Full tuition is due to the Chamber by 
October 19, 2021.

Proud Member Of

 Program Format
Leadership Chemung begins with a mandatory orientation on Thursday, 

October 21st.   

Classes are held on Thursday mornings as noted below from October through 
March, with a commencement ceremony in April. All classes will be in a virtual 

setting from 8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.

To graduate from Leadership Chemung, the participant must attend at least 
seven full sessions of the nine offered, along with the mandatory orientation.

  2021 – 2022 Dates
 Orientation – Thurs., October 21st 

November 4th & 18th, 2021 

December 16th, 2021

January 6th & 20th,  2022 

February 3rd & 17th, 2022 

March 3rd & 17th, 2022 

Commencement – Thurs., April 7th  
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Leadership Chemung  
2021– 2022 Application Form 

 

PERSONAL DATA 
Name  ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Business __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Business Address ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Primary Business or Cell Phone ___________________  Business Email _______________________________  

 
 

EMPLOYMENT 
 
Present Employer ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Title ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Responsibilities _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

EDUCATION 
 

Briefly describe your educational background. Be sure to include relevant career/continuing education training.  
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

COMMUNITY/PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 
 

 
Please list the civic, business and professional organizations/activities you have participated in the past four years. 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
What does your employer expect as a result of this program? What do you expect to take away from this program? 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Candidate Signature _________________________________________________  Date __________________ 

 

 
 

Please return this application and recommendations to the 
Chemung County Chamber of Commerce | 400 East Church Street | Elmira NY 14901  

Phone: 607.734.5137  | Fax: 607.734.4490 | dusty@chemungchamber.org  


