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Securing America's Manufacturing Future
Over the next decade, a recent study predicts that 2.4 million manufacturing jobs
may go unfilled across the United States. According to the 2018 Deloitte and The
Manufacturing Institute skills gap and future of work study, even today, five out of ten
manufacturing jobs are vacant, and 73 percent of manufacturers cite the skills gap crisis
as their most pressing concern. Locally, the skills gap is “causing a number of issues for
companies in our region,” according to Carol Miller, Executive Director of the Alliance
for Manufacturing & Technology (AM&T) in Binghamton. “The biggest concerns
are worker shortages and the inability to meet consumer demands.” Sources suggest
that the crisis stems from misconceptions about manufacturing jobs, shifting skill sets
due to advanced technologies, and the retirement of baby boomers. Employers are taking action to resolve these challenges,
including connecting with the next generation through events like MFG Day.
Friday, October 1, 2021 will launch the 6th annual MFG Day in the Southern Tier. MFG Day will continue the fully
virtual platform, and will provide the much needed opportunity to showcase local manufacturers to students and teachers. This
year the virtual program will begin at 9:00 a.m. with a 25 minute Zoom webinar that will include a keynote speaker, Barbie
Parsons, aka Barbie the Welder. This portion of the program and is open to Chamber members. Participating manufacturers
will continue the program with live, virtual sessions for registered students which will include demonstrations, talking points
about career opportunities, and Q & A.
The goal of the event is to educate students on how manufacturing has touched all of our lives and the manufacturing
careers available in our region. Ultimately, MFG Day highlights the importance of manufacturing to the economy, provides
manufacturers with the opportunity to showcase the potential of modern manufacturing, and fosters interest in its many
rewarding careers. ■

Thank you to our MFG Day Sponsors
the hilliard corporation

cameron manufacturing & design • southern tier economic growth • weny
am&t • el manufacturing • evolution edges • perry & carroll • suny corning community college • ward apparatus

Manufacturer Virtual Session
am&t • cameron manufacturing & design • evolution edges

eastern metal signs & safety • kennedy valve • ward filter systems
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M ark T wai n C o un t ry

Agritourism Farm Trail to Launch
When you think of the Finger Lakes Region, winemaking likely comes to mind. But, the agricultural heritage of our region
goes well beyond the vine.
The tourism offices in Chemung, Schuyler, Steuben, Tioga and Yates, along with Cornell Cooperative Extension and Finger
Lakes Wine Country Marketing Organization, created Finger Lakes Farm Country as a way to highlight the region’s abundant
agricultural assets, including farm markets, u-pick farms, agricultural trails and events, stables, farm experiences, and more.
The initiative is intended to invite short- and long-distance travelers alike to taste all our historically agricultural area has to
offer.
Agritourism has been growing in popularity for the past decade, as visitors look to escape urban settings and reconnect with
nature. The trend took a marked increased during COVID closures, as travelers sought out safe, outdoor destinations and
experiences. The impact for small and mid-size farms can be significant, providing a way for them to diversify and generate
additional revenue.
Finger Lakes Farm Country is currently being promoted through a digital ad campaign, printed brochures, and a free phone
app. To learn more, go to www.fingerlakesfarmcountry.com. ■

History Museum to Extend Ghost Walk Schedule
In response to demand, the Chemung County Historical Society will extend its Annual Ghost Walk weekend from two to
three days to include Sunday tours this year. The popular event takes place at Woodlawn Cemetery and gives participates
a chance to “meet” historic residents of Woodlawn Cemetery portrayed by the actors of Elmira Little Theatre. Scripts are
written by the staff of the Chemung County Historical Society and are based on historic records.
This year’s guided tours will be offered on Friday, October 15 through Sunday, October 17. Advance ticket purchase is
required. For more details, to www.chemungvalleymuseum.org or visit the Chemung County Historical Society Facebook
page. ■

ARTS Council to Host Regional Festival
The ARTS Council of the Southern Finger Lakes is pleased to present IMAGINE! Public Art in the Plaza – a multidisciplinary
arts event, which envisions the Corning Civic Center Plaza as a future Public Arts Park, featuring artists from across the S.
Finger Lakes. The festival will be held on Thursday, September 2 – Sunday, September 5, and is free and open to the public.
Throughout the event, local artists, street performers/buskers, temporary art installations, as well as dynamic open-air theatre,
music and dance performances, will fill the plaza’s ice rink. Among the participating groups are: Corning Museum of Glass,
Community Arts of Elmira, The Rockwell Museum, the Orchestra of the Southern Finger Lakes, Elmira Little Theatre,
Cantata Singers, Shakespeare Without Walls, and more. For a full schedule of events, go to www.earts.org. ■

Twain Country in the News
Several Chemung County attractions were recently showcased by Wanderlust on a Budget, in a blog entitled, 10 Unique
Things to do in Elmira NY. You can read the feature here: https://tinyurl.com/2c5yhrjw. ■

M ember N ews
Agreement Signed Between SUNY Corning Community College, SUNY Geneseo and
Lake Erie College of Osteopathic Medicine (LECOM)
An historic, three-way articulation agreement was signed at SUNY Corning
Community College’s Spencer Hill Campus in Corning, NY. The purpose of this
agreement is to establish an affiliation between the institutions whereby the parties
will define the criteria for SUNY CCC and SUNY Geneseo students to become
eligible for early acceptance into LECOM’s School of Dental Medicine, leading to
a Doctor of Dental Medicine degree (D.M.D.) and School of Medicine leading to
the Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine degree (D.O.).
“This agreement - setting up the Early Acceptance Program between Corning
Community College, SUNY Geneseo and LECOM - creates a clear, seamless and
attainable pathway for students who are interested in becoming doctors or dentists.
It's a terrific example of three institutions coming together to create a program that
not only helps students achieve their professional goals but also provides the region
with qualified healthcare professionals,” said SUNY CCC President, Dr. William
Mullaney.

From left: Dr. Barbara Canfield, Provost,
SUNY Corning Community College;
Dr. William Mullaney, President, SUNY
Corning Community College; Dr. Denise
Battles, President, SUNY Geneseo, Costas
Solomou, Vice President for Enrollment
Management, SUNY Geneseo; Dr. Richard
Terry, Associate Dean of Academic Affairs,
LECOM

"This articulation agreement among LECOM, SUNY
Corning Community College, and SUNY Geneseo
establishes an important pipeline for students interested in
the health sciences. It will benefit not only the participating
students by helping them to reach their educational goals,
but the communities they will serve in their roles as health
professionals. SUNY Geneseo is delighted to be part of this
collaboration, and we look forward to working with our
partners on this impactful initiative." Said SUNY Geneseo
President, Dr. Denise Battles.

For all your business insurance needs.

Whether you’re a small business or an established corporation, Perry & Carroll can write insurance for you. We work
with more than 50 insurance carriers, providing competitive
pricing and coverage options that fit your needs.

“Our collaborative agreement with Corning Community
College and SUNY Geneseo will create pipeline for local
students from the Southern Tier and Finger Lakes to attend
college locally, attend LECOM, complete their clinical
training, and finally their residencies at one of our many
excellent clinical training sites in Upstate New York and
eventually practice in the area. Train them and retain them
… that’s the key!” stated Dr. Richard Terry, Associate Dean
of Academic Affairs, LECOM.

Contact us today!

PERRY & CARROLL

INC

Insurance since 1860

607-734-4291

perrycarroll.com

To learn more, please contact: SUNY Corning Community
College at 607-962-9151 or corning-cc.edu. SUNY
Geneseo at 585-245-5571 or geneseo.edu. LECOM at
607-442-3500 (Elmira, NY) or lecom.edu. ■

M ember N ews
Excellus BlueCross BlueShield Announces
Health Equity Awards

Glove House Inc. Hosts 17th Annual BBQ
in the Park

Excellus BlueCross BlueShield is pleased to announce a new
funding opportunity - Health Equity Awards. The awards
are designed to fund health and wellness programs focused
on addressing racial and ethnic health disparities in our local
regions.

Thursday, September 30th at Wisner Market, come and enjoy
a delicious BBQ to benefit children and families helped by
Glove House, Inc.

All nonprofit, 501(c)(3) organizations in the Excellus
BlueCross BlueShield service territory whose programs meet
the award criteria, are invited to apply for an award of up to
$30,000 each.
The application period opened on Tuesday, August 17, 2021
and extends through midnight, Friday, September 17, 2021.
Award winners will be announced in late October.
Proposals must include clear, defined goals for reducing health
disparities and improving health equity in communities of
color, especially within Black and Latino communities, where
historic and current racism and discrimination continue
to result in a higher burden of health inequities and social
disadvantages. Categories include, but are not limited to:
•

Improving the community’s physical health and mental
health

•

Reducing social disparities in health care

•

Ensuring access to health care

Additional information regarding the application process
and requirements is included in the attached summary. The
online application is available at www.excellusbcbs.com/
community, please scroll to “New! Health Equity Awards”
and click “Submit Application”. Proposals that have
detailed scope, goals, rationale for support, and measures
will receive the strongest consideration.
For health and wellness programs that fall outside of the
scope outlined for the Health Equity Award, we encourage
you to apply for a Community Health Award when the
application period opens in early 2022.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Melissa
Klinko at melissa.klinko@excellus.com or by phone at 607725-6695. ■

Lunch is from 11:00 a.m to 1:30 p.m. Planned menu to
include Texas Roadhouse’s Pulled Pork or BBQ Chicken
Sandwich or Ribs. Local lunch delivery for orders over 10 is
available if booked by 9/10/21. Call 607-734-5238, x128.
or email smandell@glovehouse.org.
Glove House is also excited to announce the traditional Red
Sox drawing is taking place this year. Tickets will be available
for purchase at BBQ in the Park. The drawing will take place
on Friday, October 1st. ■

M ember N ews
Twilight at Tanglewood: An Evening of
Birds, Barbecue, and Beverages

IncubatorWorks Hosting Co.Starters
Program

Join Tanglewood Nature Center for a fun-filled event under
the stars. Tanglewood Nature Center & Museum will host
a fundraiser on Saturday September 18 from 4:00 p.m. to
7:00 p.m. Sample local beers and wines, meet their avian
ambassadors and learn about their stories, enjoy a silent
auction and a liquor pull. (Non-alcoholic beverage options
will also be available.) Food available for purchase from Stone
Age BBQ food truck.

Get the tools, training, and mentorship you need to start
your own business. Apply for Co-Starters, a proven program
run locally by IncubatorWorks, that is tailored to help you
start a small business in your community.

Tickets are $40 per person. This event is 21+. You can
purchase tickets here, over the phone, or in-person at the
nature center.
Proceeds from this event support environmental education
and conservation of 300 acres of wild habitat. ■

Over eleven weeks, you’ll put your passion into action,
connect with other business owners, and gain the tools and
knowledge you’ll need to be self-employed and run a thriving
business.
Courses begin on Sept. 8 and are held on Wednesday evenings
at Downtown Elmira campus of Corning Community
College.
Contact Greg Saufley at gsaufley@incworks.org for more
info or to apply. ■

M ember N ews
Chemung County Habitat for Humanity Welcomes New Executive Director
The Chemung County Habitat for Humanity Board of Directors is please to announce the hiring of
Emily Barrett as Executive Director. She comes with a variety of leadership skills and experience with
working in the non-profit sector.
Emily has dual bachelor's degrees in Psychology and Criminal Justice Administration from Mansfield
University and has spent her career working in various non-profit human services positions.
She has worked as a Program Manager for several local organizations working with Intellectual
and Developmental Disabilities populations, as well as youth and families, to build community
engagement and permanency.

Emily Barrett

"My mission in life is to always be helping others to better their situations through support, advocacy, and education," said
Emily. "I'm excited to be a part of an organization that so closely exemplifies my personal mission and values, and I can’t wait
to see what the future holds as we move forward."
Emily and her husband, along with their four children recently moved back to the Elmira area to be part of the growth and
revitalization of Chemung County. ■

M ember N ews
Feeding America CEO Visits Food Bank of the Southern Tier
The Food Bank of the Souther Tier- Feeding America's 2017 Food Bank of the
Year- was proud to welcome Claire Babineaux-Fontenot, CEO of Feeding America
as she continues visiting member food banks across the country.
The core of the visit included a tour of the Food Bank, not just to see the facility
but to meet and spend time with the staff throughout the organization. In addition,
Ms. Babineaux-Fontenot met with senior leadership, the current Board Chair and
the Food Bank's emerging leadership group for a focused discussion on topics such as the current state of hunger in
the United States, the role of advocacy in the work of food banks, and the need to actively listen to those with lived
experiences for shaping solutions.
While helming the second largest charity in the United States, Ms. Babineaux-Fontenot has recently seen a COVIDinduced spotlight put on hunger and food insecurity. Social issues, like hunger, have existed for a long time, but
she understands the current responsibility of Feeding America, especially in the light of the economic impact of the
pandemic and the increased need for food and other basic necessities. "This is an incredible dynamic time in the history
of food banking. Who is it we want to be?" she challenged. ■

Change Your Future Today

Accelerated 15-Month M.S. in Management
Meet the new team leader. YOU. Earn an
M.S. in Management in just 15 months with
our accelerated graduate degree, designed
to develop essential knowledge and skill
competencies for managers across all
disciplines and industries.
Change your future. Enroll today.
www.elmira.edu/grad

M ember N ews
Online Anti-Sexual Harassment Training Available
In partnership with The Business Council of New York State (BCNYS), the
Chamber is continuing to offer online sexual harassment training for members.
The Chamber encourages members to take advantage of this program to
provide the anti-harassment training required of all New York State employers.
As a reminder, this training must be completed by all employees annually.
As employees were initially required to be trained by October 2020, many
members of the workforce will be coming up for renewal now.
The training, a joint venture by Leadership Logic and Gillespie Associates, is a
45-minute interactive online course that exceeds the standards set by New York
State for anti-sexual harassment training. The cost is $31.37 per employee per
year when you apply the Chemung Chamber discount code. To take advantage
of this opportunity, please visit: www.gillespieassociates.com/bcnys-chambers and enter the code AC031 (AC “zero” 31).
Please contact the Chamber with any questions at 734-5137 or info@chemungchamber.org. ■

C hamber N ews

33 rd A n n ua l J a mes V. C lu n e , J r . G o lf T o u rna men t

Although the tournament originally scheduled for August 2nd , it was rescheduled due to inclement weather, twenty teams
competed in the annual tournament held on August 9th at the Elmira County Club.

T ournament C hampion

(Score 60)
S econd P lace

The tournament moved along swiftly thanks to scheduled tee times
beginning as early as 8:00 a.m. Members enjoyed the BBQ lunch on the
patio overlooking the course in between the morning and afternoon flights.
Hale Contracting took 1st Place with a score of 60, Swan Morss
Insurance/The Dunn Group came in 2nd Place, and Chemung Supply
Corporation came in third. The winning team included Steve Hale, Tony
Fusco, Jim Barbieri and Caleb Smith. Hinman, Howard & Kattell, LLP
won the Skins contest on hole #8 and Valicenti Advisory Services, Inc. won

(Score 60)

the Skins contest on hole #10. Dominic Romeo (Rainbow Lettering) won

T hird P lace

Credit Union) won Women's Longest Drive. Scott Matthews (Cameron

Men's Longest Drive competition and Julie Monahan (First Heritage Federal
Manufacturing & Design) won Men's Closest to the Pin contest and Anne
Welliver (Welliver) won Women's Closest to the Pin. Steve Welliver won the

(Score 61)

50/50 and generously donated his proceedings back to the Chamber. ■

with special thanks to our sponsors
AM&T

Elmira Structures - Longest Drive

John G. Ryan - Beverage

Andryshak Tax & ConsultingPersonal Protective Equipment

Excellus - First Aid

Mengel, Metzger, Barr & Co., LLP

Fagan Engineers

Pepsi Beverage Company - Beverage

Foor & Associates Architects

Perry & Carroll - Golf Tee

Gannon Associates Insurance

Scott D. Moore

Gough Holding Corporation

Seneca Beverage Corporation Beverage

Barclay Damon
Chemung Canal Trust Company Closest to the Pin
Chemung Supply Corporation Water Hazard
Corning Credit Union - Lunch
The Coseo Agency
Swan Morss Insurance/ The Dunn Group Putting Green & Golf Ball Marker
Eastern Metal Signs & Safety
Elm Chevy

Hale Contracting - Koozie Sponsor
Hinnman, Howard & Kattell Beverage
Hunt Engineering - Club House

Southerntier Custom Fabricators Beverage Cart
Valicenti Advisory Services, Inc.

James V. Clune Agency Closest to the Pin

Visions Federal Credit Union- Golf Ball

JH Design

Watkins Glen International - Golf Cart

Welliver - Registration
Wegmans - Snack

thank you to our volunteers

Kurt Bartenstein, Empower Federal Credit Union

Alison Mandell

Mike Wayne

C hamber E ven ts
Sept

16

R ecen t E ven ts
Southern Tier Audiology Associates
Business After Business Reception
Thurdsay, August 26th

Thursday, September 16, 2021
Chamber Educational Series Sponsored by Chemung Canal Trust Co.

Sexual Harassment Training Update
WEBINAR WITH Barclay Damon, LLP
10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
Free for Members I $5 Non-Members

Sept

22
Wednesday, September 22, 2021

Lakewood Vineyards
Tri-County Business After Business Reception

Southern Tier Audiology celebrated their new office,
located at 446 East Water Street with a ribbon cutting at
their Business After Business.
Thank you to Hill Top Inn, Turtle Leaf Cafe, Elmira City
School District, Elmira Pioneers, and Chemung Sheriff's
Office providing door prizes.

Lakewood Vineyards
4024 State Route 14
Watkins Glen, NY
5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. | $5 per person

* Registration is required
Due to COVID-19 related restrictions, all events sales are final
and non-refundable.

Sept

29
Chemung Canal Trust Company
Business After Business Reception
Chemung Canal Trust Company
1 Chemung Canal Plaza
5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. | $5 per person

* Registration is required
Due to COVID-19 related restrictions, all events sales are final
and non-refundable.

YOUR LEADING VOICE OF BUSINESS, LEADERSHIP,
AND COMMUNITY FOR MORE THAN 100 YEARS

To view the full calendar
of events & programming,
or to register, please visit:
www.chemungchamber.org
info@chemungchamber.org

607.734.5137

T hank Y o u R enewi ng I nvestors
Foley Enterprises, Inc.

Horseheads Central School District

W elcome N ew M embers
John B. Toomey Life & Disability Insurance

Six67 College Avenue

1825 West Water Street
Elmira, NY 14905
(607) 732-0196

667 College Ave
Elmira, NY 14901
607) 795-2800
www.riedman.com

The Rev. Arthur L. Jones, III
523 West Clinton Street Apt. B
Elmira, New York 14901

Care when and
where you need it.
It’s what we do.
Visit one of our 3 convenient
Walk-In Care locations:
Eastside Walk-in Care - Suite 2C
200 Madison Avenue, Elmira

Erwin Walk-in Care
418 S. Hamilton Street, Painted Post

Horseheads Walk-in Care - Suite 101
100 John Roemmelt Drive, Horseheads

Call Health on Demand at (607) 737-4499
arnothealth.org

Chemung County
Chamber of Commerce
400 East Church Street
Elmira, NY 14901-2803
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The mission of the Chemung County Chamber of Commerce is to represent the business community in the promotion of prosperity and the quality of life throughout its service area.

