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American Rescue Act: Key Provisions
In early March, President Biden signed into law the American Rescue
Plan Act. This $1.9 trillion package is aimed at stimulating the
national economy and providing relief for businesses and individuals.
Key provisions that impact the local business community include:
Paycheck Protection Program (PPP)
•
•

•

Appropriates an additional $7.25 billion to the U.S. Small
Business Administration (SBA) for the PPP;
Expands PPP eligibility to include: Additional tax-exempt nonprofits, such as 501(c)(5) labor and agricultural organizations
and community locations of larger nonprofits, whose lobbying activities do not comprise more than 15 percent of its
activities;
Adds COBRA premium assistance as an allowable payroll cost under the PPP program.

Economic Injury Disaster Loans (EIDL)
•

Appropriates $15 billion to the SBA to provide EIDL $10,000 grants to small businesses eligible under Section 331 of the
Economic Aid to Hard Hit Small Businesses, Nonprofits, and Venues Act or Section 1110(e) of the CARES Act.

Restaurants *More information on the Restaurant Revitalization Fund will be coming soon. Details and guidance should be available mid-April
•
•
•

Appropriates $28.6 billion for the SBA to administer a grant program to restaurants through a new Restaurant Revitalization
Fund;
Eligible restaurants must certify that the uncertainty of current economic conditions makes necessary the grant request
to support the ongoing operations of the restaurant;
The maximum grant amount is: $10 million per eligible entity and any affiliated businesses, and $5 million per physical
location of the eligible entity.

Shuttered Venue Operators
•
•

This bill provides $1.25 billion in additional funds for the Shuttered Venue Operators Grant Program;
The bill also allows eligible applicants to access both the Shuttered Venue Operators Grant (SVOG) and PPP to address
SVOG's delayed start. (Continued on page 10)
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Outfitter Service to Come to Chemung River
Paddling on the Chemung River will soon become a lot more convenient, thanks to Friends of the Chemung River
Watershed (River Friends). The group is partnering with Endless Mountain Outfitters from Sugar Run, PA to bring Kayak
River Rentals to the Southern Tier on weekends throughout spring and summer. Kayak rentals, as well as shuttle service for
both those who rent or who bring their own boats, will be available at the Grove Street Boat Launch in Elmira, enabling
paddlers to park their cars and get transportation to their launch sites further up-river.
Chemung River Watershed will be launching this program with a kick-off event on May 15th at 9:30 a.m. at the Grove Street
Boat Launch, featuring kayak demos, guided rentals, shuttle service and the Global Taco Food Truck. For more information
on the event and rentals, go to Friends of the Chemung River Watershed on Facebook, or visit www.chemungriverfriends.org. ■

Harris Hill Soaring to Reopen for Season
Local residents know that spring has officially arrived in Twain Country when the gliders
begin to fill the skies over Harris Hill. Weather permitting, rides will be available on
Saturdays and Sundays beginning in April, with daily rides starting in mid-June.
In addition to Harris Hill Soaring, Harris Hill Amusement Park will open on weekends
from 12:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m., and on evenings from 5:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. beginning April
10, as weather permits. Like the runway, it will resume its daily schedule in June. ■

Elmira Civil War Camp Publishes Book
If you’re a local history lover, the Elmira Civil War Prison Camp has produced a
comprehensive 100-page book that includes many photos of the camp. The book was 2 years
in the making and covers a multitude of topics. You can purchase a copy at the Chemung Valley
History Museum in Downtown Elmira, or reach out to the Elmira Civil War Prison Camp at
friends@elmiraprisoncamp.com. Proceeds will benefit the camp’s work and programming. Supplies
are limited.
Civil War enthusiasts may also want to check out the online Civil War lecture series offered by the
Chemung County Historical Society which will be held Thursday evenings throughout April. For
more information, go to www.chemungvalleymuseum.org.
■

Members Encouraged to Welcome LECOM Students
The Chamber is asking members to consider providing special offers and incentives for LECOM students as we prepare to
welcome the second class into our community this summer. Offers should not be time sensitive as they will be included in
an annual publication; those received by Friday, April 9th, 2021 will be included in the upcoming Community Guide for
LECOM students. If you have a special offer you would like featured in this annual guide, please contact Candice West
candice@chemungchamber.org. The Chamber will also have additional “Welcome LECOM” decals available on request for
participating members. ■

M ember N ews
Empire Access Launches Fiber Optic Internet Services in Horseheads
Empire Access has launched state-of-the-art Fiber Optic Internet, TV, Phone, and Security services in the Village of
Horseheads, NY. Super high-speed Fiber service is now available in the Village and surrounding areas, offering up to 10X faster
connections than cable Internet services. This new fiber service is being offered to both residential and business customers.
“We’re excited to now offer smoking fast Fiber Optic Internet to residents and businesses in the Village of Horseheads. Fiber
is the new standard in communications because it utilizes light waves instead of electrical signal to deliver service. This
technology enables our company to provide the fastest Internet in Horseheads,” said Jim Baase, Chief Operating Officer for
Empire Access.
Empire Fiber Optic service offers the Village of Horseheads a unique opportunity and a clear technological advantage. Many
areas comparable to the size of Horseheads currently do not have an option to access Fiber Optic Internet. Fiber Optic service
is far more reliable and not prone to slow downs plagued by cable. Each customer has their own dedicated, non-blocking
connection and is not affected by congestion and weather.
Along with Fiber Optic-based Internet service, Empire also offers a complete array of communications and security services –
•

Home and business phone service – including various plans with business options including toll-free numbers, phone
systems, voice mail and more.

Care when and
where you need it.
It’s what we do.
Visit one of our 3 convenient
Walk-In Care locations:
Eastside Walk-in Care - Suite 2C
200 Madison Avenue, Elmira

Erwin Walk-in Care
418 S. Hamilton Street, Painted Post

Horseheads Walk-in Care - Suite 101
100 John Roemmelt Drive, Horseheads

Call Health on Demand at (607) 737-4499
arnothealth.org

•
TV Service – delivering 100% digital picture
quality, crystal clear HD channels, Restart TV, Whole
Home DVR capabilities and additional features.
•
Security and home automation – such as 24/7
video monitoring and in-home or business-based
automation, the ability to remotely manage security, lock
and unlock doors, control appliances, adjust heating/
cooling and more from a smartphone, tablet, or computer.
•
Advanced business services – enterprise Wi-Fi, business
email, audio and video conferencing, dark fiber and metro
Ethernet.
Empire Access is part of a locally/family-owned and operated
company; rooted from a telephone company founded in
1896. The organization has long been recognized
for their knowledgeable, reliable, and responsive
service. Live customer support is available 24/7/365.
For more information or to speak with an Empire Access
Fiber Optic expert, please call 1-800-338-3300 or visit
www.empireaccess.com. ■

M ember N ews
GST BOCES District Superintendent Retiring After 31 Years in Education
GST BOCES District Superintendent James Frame will retire at the end of the school year
after 31 years in education, according to the district.
Frame was appointed District Superintendent of the GST BOCES in 2014 after serving
as Superintendent of the Odessa-Montour Central School District. He had previously
worked as an administrator in the Capital Region and started his career in the Elmira City
School District as a School Counselor.
Frame has also been very active with the Chamber, serving as Chair of the Public Affairs
Council (PAC) and sitting on the Executive Committee of the Board of Directors in
addition to presenting to Leadership Chemung for several years.

Jim Frame

“Jim has done an outstanding job while serving in the capacity of GST Superintendent,” said GST BOCES Board of
Education President Don Keddell. “He has done exceptional work supporting our member districts, their boards
and administrators while guiding our BOCES instructional programs with a sure and steady hand in the midst
of the pandemic. Finding an individual with his qualities of leadership, humanity and integrity will be a major
challenge, but we all appreciate his commitment to his family and to assisting us with the upcoming transition.”
The NYS Commissioner of Education will appoint an interim superintendent at GST BOCES while a search for Frame’s
successor is conducted.
■

M ember N ews
Sweeney Enterprises Hosts “Become Your Own
Boss... The Blueprint in Starting Your Own
Small Business” Webinar
You have a great concept for a new business, but don’t know
where to start. “Become Your Own Boss...The Blueprint in
Starting Your Own Small Business” webinar, slated for April
22 from 1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m., alleviates the concerns, as
well as dispels the worries, of starting a business.
During this one-hour webinar, Denis Sweeney of Sweeney
Enterprises LLC highlights the following steps for interested
entrepreneurs:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Put Your Passion to Work.
Do Your Homework.
Pick the Right Name.
Choose Your Business Type.
Develop a Business Plan with Budget.
Use the 4P’s.

Chemung County Household Hazardous
Waste Collection Event
Chemung County’s Spring 2021 Household Hazardous
Waste Collection Event is scheduled for Saturday, May
22nd. Pre-registration is required by calling Cornell
Cooperative Extension of Chemung County, at 607-7344453, Wednesday, April 28th-Wednesday, May 19th,
weekdays only from 9:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m. and 1:00 p.m.4:00 p.m. This event is for Chemung County residents only
and is FREE to participate. There is no limit to the amount
of household hazardous wastes you can bring.
COVID safety measures will be taken during these events.
Please place items in the back of your vehicle so the haulers
can easily retrieve them.
For more information and to register, please click here. ■

Register at https://beginyourownsmallbusinesswebinar.
eventbrite.com. The fee is $30.00 per person. E-mail
dsweeney@sweenenterprises.com for more information.
Sweeney Enterprises LLC offers a full range of marketing
communications, public relations, and video production
consulting services. Sweeney Enterprises LLC increases
revenue for not-for-profit and for-profit businesses by
enhancing public visibility and image using a variety of
multi-media and social media strategies. ■

COVID Related Updates
The Chamber is continuing to send weekly COVID
related updates to our membership via email. If you
have not received an email in the recent weeks, please
check your JUNK folder. To avoid the updates going
to your JUNK folder in the future, right click on the
email message, select Always Move Conversation,
select Inbox.

For all your business insurance needs.

Whether you’re a small business or an established corporation, Perry & Carroll can write insurance for you. We work
with more than 50 insurance carriers, providing competitive
pricing and coverage options that fit your needs.

Contact us today!

If you would like to be added to this weekly mailing,
please send your information to
candice@chemungchamber.org

PERRY & CARROLL

INC

Insurance since 1860

607-734-4291

perrycarroll.com

M ember N ews
EC Launches New Actuarial and Financial Science Major
Elmira College, which offers 25-plus undergraduate academic programs, prepares
students for a variety of exciting career paths. The newest academic program, the
actuarial and financial science major, provides students the critical thinking skills,
data analysis, and risk assessment skills required to succeed within a high-demand
career field.
Available for current and incoming students, this degree joins the fields of
mathematics, finance and statistics. As part of the degree requirements, courses will
prepare students for two of the challenging Society of Actuaries (SOA) preliminary
examinations and three SOA Validation by Educational Experience areas.
“Companies are increasingly working with complex data to assess risk and make business decisions,” said Adam Giambrone,
assistant professor of mathematics. “They are looking for people with the critical thinking skills needed to help analyze and
visualize data. To meet this demand, our interdisciplinary program combines mathematics and statistics coursework with
business and finance coursework. As a result, we are able to provide students the specific skills needed for an actuarial career as
well as a strong foundation that will allow them to pursue a wide variety of career paths, including those leading to positions
as a budget analyst, cost estimator, financial analyst, or insurance underwriter.”
According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, an entry-level
position in the field of actuarial science typically requires
only a bachelor’s degree and actuaries earn a median salary
of $100K per year. Salaries will vary according to state,
experience and certification level. The number of actuarial
positions is projected to grow 18% over the next 10 years,
much higher than the 4% growth projected nationally among
all occupations.
“Our small class sizes and campus community at EC give
students the individual attention and support that will help
broaden their view of the world, develop their collaboration
and communication skills, and prepare them to do great
things in their future careers,” said Giambrone.
In addition to preparing students for the required actuarial
certifications, Elmira College provides students realworld opportunities that put theory into practice. All EC
students can take advantage of the College’s unique Term III
opportunities to study abroad. As part of their graduation
requirements, students are also encouraged to engage in the
community and explore career opportunities by completing
an internship.
To learn details about the new major, visit the actuarial
financial science webpage here.

M ember N ews
Tioga Downs donate $100,000 to the Food
Bank of the Southern Tier

Watkins Glen International Extends
Partnership With Hilliard Corporation

The Food Bank of
the Southern Tier
and Tioga Downs
Casino Resort teamed
to provide 5,000
ham dinners with
all of the fixings for
families facing food insecurity across the Southern Tier.

Watkins Glen International
and the Hilliard Corporation
have announced a multi-year
extension keeping the Elmira,
N.Y. brand as the entitlement
sponsor for the Sportscar
Vintage Racing Association
(SVRA) U.S. Vintage Grand Prix, including a new race logo.

Tioga Downs Casino Resort owner Jeff Gural handed a
$100,000 check to Food Bank of the Southern Tier President
& CEO, Natasha Thompson recently at a press event.
Gural says, “It’s a good feeling that 5,000 people will celebrate
Easter courtesy of Tioga Downs and the Food Bank. I
believe in giving back and hopefully things will get back to
normal. In 2019 we were able to donate over $1 million to
local non-profits, so I’m hoping we can resume that once
things get back to normal”.
The 5,000 ham dinners with fixings will be distributed
through Broome, Chemung, Schuyler, Steuben, Tioga, and
Tompkins Counties.
“Even after being closed for months, like so many of our
partners, Tioga Downs Casino Resort has used creative ways
to support our community. Because of their longstanding
support of our Turkey Drive, it seemed like a great fit for
them to partner with us in providing Easter meals. Especially,
after receiving 4,284 ham dinner requests from our agency
partners. Their commitment to our friends and neighbors is
incredibly inspiring,” said Natasha Thompson, Food Bank
President & CEO.
“We are grateful for the generosity of Jeff and the Tioga
Downs team. This donation will provide 50 more families
with a holiday dinner, that we wouldn’t be able to serve
otherwise,“ remarked Renee Spear, Executive Director at
Catholic Charities Tompkins/Tioga. ■

The Hilliard U.S. Vintage Grand Prix is scheduled for
September 9-12, 2021 featuring the SVRA as well as the
highly competitive Trans-Am Championship.
“We are thrilled to continue our relationship with Hilliard
here at WGI,” Watkins Glen International President Michael
Printup said. “To have a local, Southern Tier brand associated
with the vintage racing history and prestige of Watkins Glen
International has been amazing. We look forward to this
extended partnership.”
Watkins Glen International has hosted the U.S. Vintage
Grand Prix since 1984, adding to the lengthy history of classic
racing competition in Upstate New York, dating back to the
first, post-World War II road race in North America, held on
the village streets in 1948. Hilliard has been the entitlement
sponsor for the vintage weekend since 2018.
“The Hilliard Corporation is pleased to extend its sponsorship
of the U.S. Vintage Grand Prix at Watkins Glen,” Hilliard
Chairman and CEO Jan van den Blink said “This weekend is
one of the premier vintage racing events in the country and
we are proud to continue our partnership with WGI. Watkins
Glen International is one of the very best road racing tracks
in the world and we are very fortunate to have it in our area.”
Since 1905, Hilliard has been engineering, manufacturing
and distributing motion control and filtration products.
The Hilliard Corporation offers a broad line of motion
control clutches, drivetrains and industrial brakes. The
company’s Hilco products include oil filtration and reclaiming
equipment, starters for industrial gas and diesel engines and
gas turbines, and plate and frame filter presses used in the
food and beverage industry. More information is available at
www.hillardcorp.com. ■

M ember N ews
NY Announces Nearly &1 Million in COVID Recovery Funding for Manufactures
Four centers within the New York Manufacturing Extension Partnership (NY MEP) network have launched competitive
grant programs that will help manufacturers solve challenges created by COVID-19, emerge from the crisis more resilient and
adaptable, and prepare for future emergencies.
Combined, the four programs will award nearly $1 million to manufacturing and technology companies in New York State.
The programs, which are open to companies in all regions of New York, include:
•
•
•
•

Personal Protective Equipment Fund, led by ITAC
Supply Chain Grant Program, led by the Center for Economic Growth (CEG)
Next Generation Grant Program, led by the Manufacturing & Technology Enterprise Center (MTEC)
Manufacturing Reimagined Fund, led by FuzeHub

The Personal Protective Equipment Fund, managed by ITAC, the New York City regional NY MEP center, will award a total
of $250,000 to companies in two phases: Phase 1 focuses on those companies working to extend the lifespan of personal
protective equipment (PPE); and Phase 2 will support the scaling needs of select PPE manufacturers across New York State.
New York State-based manufacturers or technology companies will receive a maximum $10,000 grant.
The Supply Chain Grant Program, managed by CEG, the Capital Region’s NY MEP center, will award a total of $200,000
toward projects that help manufacturers address business challenges caused by pandemic-related supply chain disruptions.
Up to 20 manufacturers with facilities in New York State will receive a maximum $10,000 grant, which will help recipients
take steps to optimize their supply chains, explore new markets and products, identify new customers and implement processes
to become more competitive. Funding may be used to offset the costs of consultants, engineering assistance, implementation,
training and project-related materials.
The Next Generation Grant Program, managed by MTEC, the Mid-Hudson regional NY MEP center, will award a total of
$350,000 to companies that need help optimizing their operations for the post-pandemic era.
Recipients will receive up to $10,000 in services to ensure they are operating safely, effectively and efficiently in a virtual
business environment. MTEC and its partners will help identify ways to improve operations as well as opportunities to
introduce new technologies or processes. The program’s areas of focus are lean manufacturing, cybersecurity, quality and
engineering.
The Manufacturing Reimagined Fund, managed by FuzeHub, the statewide NY MEP center, will award a total of $170,000
toward projects that align with COVID-related recovery efforts.
Recipients will receive a maximum of $10,000 in technical assistance from a NYSTAR Innovation Network organization.
Eligible projects will help manufacturers manage challenges created by COVID-19, emerge from the crisis more resilient
and adaptable, and prepare for future emergencies. To qualify, applicants must attend one of FuzeHub’s “Manufacturing
Reimagined” workshops or webinars.
“The resourcefulness of New York State’s manufacturing community has been nothing short of amazing. This is our opportunity
not just to respond to the crisis, but also to innovate—to plan, pivot, and prepare for the years ahead,” said FuzeHub Executive
Director Elena Garuc.
The four grant programs are part of NY MEP’s larger COVID Recovery Initiative. Learn more here.

■

C hamber N ews
American Rescue Act: Key Provisions

(continued from page 1)

Unemployment Provisions
•
•
•
•

Extends enhanced unemployment insurance until Sept. 6. 2021, including the extra $300 Federal Pandemic Unemployment
Compensation;
Extends Pandemic Unemployment Assistance to the self-employed, gig workers, freelancers and others who would
otherwise not regularly qualify for unemployment insurance;
Extends Pandemic Emergency Unemployment Compensation for those who exhaust state benefits to 53 weeks, from 24
weeks;
Unemployment Insurance tax relief creates a $10,200 tax exclusion for unemployment compensation in tax year 2020 for
those with incomes under $150,000.

Employee Retention Credit (ERC)
•
•
•

Increases the availability and value of credit to those employers who "severely financially distressed" (i.e., those who
experienced a severe decline in gross receipts) by allowing such employers to take all wages into account, not just those
that are paid for employees not providing services;
Expands credit availability to employers who qualify as a "recovery startup business" (i.e., those employers who began a
trade or business after Feb. 15, 2020, and whose gross receipts average less than $1 million);
Expands availability of the credit from the current deadline of June 30, 2021, to those wages paid in 2021.

Tax Related
•
•
•
•
•
•

Provides an additional $1,400 per qualifying individual in direct stimulus payments;
Temporary, fully refundable enhancement of the value of the Child Tax Credit to $3,000 for children older than 6 and to
$3,600 for children younger than 6;
Temporarily and significantly increases the value of the Earned Income Tax Credit, along with loosening eligibility
requirements on income Dependent Care Assistance;
Temporary, fully refundable enhancement of the Child and Dependent Care Credit from the current limitation of $1,050
per child or dependent up to $4,000;
Extends the availability of Paid Sick and Paid Family Leave tax credits as established in the Families First Coronavirus
Response Act through Sept. 30, 2021; Also expands eligibility to state and local governments that provide this benefit;
Expands the Affordable Care Act's premium tax credits for health insurance that is purchased through an exchange.

For a complete list of what was included in the $1.9 trillion relief package, click here. For weekly updates on COVID-19 related
financial relief, government regulations, economic recovery, and more, please email Candice West candice@chemungchamber.
org to be added to the mailing list. ■

C hamber E ven ts
April

May

6

6

Tuesday April 6, 2021

Thursday, May 6, 2021

Chamber Educational Series Sponsored by Chemung Canal Trust Co.

Virtual Annual Economic Forum

Unemployment Fraud & Cyber Security

Sponsored by

WEBINAR WITH Chemung Canal Trust Company
10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
Free for Members | $5.00 for Non-Members

The Impact + Challenges of COVID-19
Featuring:

April

29

Jonathan Lawrence
(Arnot Health)

Thursday, April 29, 2021
Chamber Educational Series Sponsored by Chemung Canal Trust Co.

Adult Use Marijuana Has Arrived Employer Obligations & Compliance Issues
WEBINAR WITH Barclay Damon

Dr. Richard Terry
(Arnot Health/LECOM)
Paul VerValin
(Guthrie)
Presented by

10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Free for Members | $5.00 for Non-Members

11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. | Member Attendee $15
Please note: 24 hour cancellation notice required for this event.

T hank Y o u R enewi ng I nvestors
Adecco

Pietro & Son Italian Restaurant

Community Arts of Elmira, Inc.

Sprague Insurance

Eldridge Park Carousel Preservation Society

Stewart Agency, Inc.

Elmira Country Club

Suburban Propane

Fagan Engineers & Land Surveyors, P.C.

Tioga Downs Casino

Food Bank of the Southern Tier

Valicenti Insurance Services, Inc.

GCP Discount Liquors and Wines

Vincenzo’s Pizzeria

Hale Contracting Inc.

Walter J. Kent Funeral Home

James V. Clune Agency

Woodforest National Bank

Labella Associates

Woodland Apartments

Notre Dame High School - Grades 7-12
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The mission of the Chemung County Chamber of Commerce is to represent the business community in the promotion of prosperity and the quality of life throughout its service area.

to view the full calendar of events and programming, or to register,
please visit: www.chemungchamber.org

